32nd Sunday in ordinary time

remembrance Sunday

12th November 2017

News from the Parishes of Holy Family, Pensby
and Our Lady & St. John, Heswall
Today and for the next two Sundays we have three parables that
constitute Jesus final testament to his disciples, a manual of
discipleship for life “between the times” – the time of Jesus’
earthly presence and of his return in glory. These parables have
a menacing tone in jarring contrast to the voice of one who was
meek and humble of heart. Five young women have the door of
a feast slammed in their faces; a timid and fearful servant is cast
out into the outer darkness, where people will weep and ‘grind’
(better ‘gnash’) their teeth; and people who were clueless about
the presence of Jesus are consigned to eternal punishment.
The story of the foolish and sensible bridesmaids like other parables is taken from the world
of everyday experience. The parable portrays the return of the wedding party from the bride’s
home to the groom’s home, where the actual marriage feast and ceremony will take place.
The bride has ten young women attendants, who will wait and welcome her to her new home
with festive lamps to both greet the party and light the way.
Since the wedding party is delayed until midnight the girls fall asleep only to be wakened by
a loud cry that the procession is near. They all wake up and relight their lamps, when the
foolish ones, who had brought no oil ask the others to share their oil, only to be met by the
harsh reply, “No. There may not be enough for us and for you,” and are offered the dubiously
helpful advice to go and buy some at midnight, when all the shops in those days would have
been closed! The foolish ones, perhaps doubly so now, do go to look for oil. We never know
whether they found it, but when they return, the feast has started and the door is barred. They
call out, “Lord, Lord, open the door for us.” But the groom replies harshly, “I tell you
solemnly, I do not know you.”
You can interpret the parable in various ways. We are to be watchful during Jesus’ absence.
Perhaps the sensible bridesmaids should have been condemned for being somewhat selfish
and nasty in not sharing their oil. However, the lamps lit and supplied with oil are symbols
of the works of love and mercy that we must have at the final judgement. These cannot really
be shared with others, so the story is a warning against both moral procrastination and
presumption. The sensible bridesmaids are sensible because they carefully assess the needs
of the situation and prepare for the future. Their lamps guide the community as we await the
return of Jesus. So perhaps we should be prayerfully checking the oil supply for our lamps
ourselves, rather than presuming to rely on others.
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Holy Family 200 Club
Week 6
1st Prize
2nd Prize
3rd Prize

£25
£10
£5

No. 37
No. 78
No. 118

Mrs Mitchell
P. Thurston
K. Walsh
Wednesday 9:30am-8:30pm at OLSJ

Caritas Holy Family: The recent collection in Holy
Family Parish Church raised an amount of £80. Many
thanks to all who contributed.

Christmas Card and Gifts Sale in aid of
Wirral Hospice, St John’s
Thursday 16 November 2017 at 7.30pm in the
Meeting Room at Our Lady & St John Church.
Entertainment by Accord Singers.
Entrance £2.00 including Tea/Coffee and cake.

World Faiths’, Climate Change & Community
Influence Event - 14th November 2017
Faiths4Change is a local charity group which is
organising an event aimed at bringing together, on
Merseyside, individuals and groups interested in
practical local action to meet the many challenges
posed by climate change. The event is free and open
to all, by booking or invite, and takes place at Wirral
Change, in Birkenhead. To find out more please
contact annie@faiths4change.org.uk
or 0151 705 2162 / 07976 205 629
Monday Coffee Mornings at OLSJ after
Monday morning Mass every week, 9:30am11am). A welcome start to each week for all
who would like to come.
PENSIONERS LUNCH: Our monthly pensioners
lunch for men and women, returns on Thursday 23rd
November at 12:30 in the meeting room of Our Lady
and St John. If you would like to come and join us,
please give Helen a call on 0151 342 7824 on or
before Monday 20th November. Cost for your home
cooked lunch is £4.00 per person.
OLSJ Piety Stall
Do come and have a look at the lovely
selection of Christmas cards, advent
calendars, diaries, candles and other
gifts for sale at the back of Church. All items
individually priced. Please put money for any Piety
Stall items, in the wall box by the defibrillator.
www.rcchp.org.uk
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Saturday after 12 noon Mass at Holy Family
The Church and the world have a great need for
Eucharistic Worship. Jesus awaits us in this
Sacrament of Love. Let us not refuse the time to
go to meet Him in Adoration, in contemplation
full of faith and open to making amends for the
serious offences and crimes of the world.
(Saint Pope John Paul II)
New Representative(s) Required for Our Lady and
St. John’s Parish AND Holy Family to help coordinate the Women’s World Day of Prayer with the
other churches in Heswall and Pensby.
Unfortunately, Susan McNulty (Our Lady and St
John) and Carole Hawkins (Holy Family) have both
had to step down from this position, after many years’
service and would be very grateful if someone would
be willing to take up this role by themselves or with a
friend, on behalf of both of parishes.
What does the role involve?
It involves a couple of evening meetings per year, an
evening rehearsal and the event itself which usually
takes place the first Friday in March. This is one of
the few ecumenical activities that we are involved
with and provides an opportunity to meet with some
lovely people from the other local churches. Please
contact Carole Hawkins, to find out more information,
648 6130.
Volunteers needed on the Eucharistic Ministry rota
at OLSJ, to go out into our parish community, giving
communion to the elderly and housebound. Full
training will be given. DBS needed as working with
vulnerable adults. See Father Stephen if you feel
able to join our close team for this valuable and
rewarding work.
PREPARE THE WAY - An Advent Celebration with
Jo Boyce & Friends and a Children’s Choir from St
Joseph’s & St Alban’s Schools in St Joseph’s
Church, Wallasey on Saturday 2nd December.
Please join us for an exceptional evening to begin the
Advent season and your preparations for Christmas.
See the poster at the back of church for further
details.
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Today we welcome members of 3rd Heswall Scout Group
who join us to give thanks for all those who have died serving their country.
Holy Family Christmas Fayre
The Christmas Fayre will take place on
Saturday 2nd December at Ladymount
School. It may seem like a long way off
but....... now is the time to clear out the cupboards for
toiletries, bottles (full of course), teddies good quality
bric-a-brac. More details will follow soon. Please
support with your donations. Thanks.
S.V.P. Charity Night: The Bebington Dramatic
Society present ‘One Man Two Governors’ at the
Gladstone Theatre on Wednesday 22nd November
at 7:30pm. Tickets are £9 in aid of the S.V.P. Contact
Peter Ryan 648-6704.
November is the Month of the Holy Souls
At Holy Family, envelopes are available in the foyer
for you to remember your family and friends during
the month of November and throughout the coming
months. Please place your envelopes in the
basket in front of the Sacred Heart statue. May I
take this opportunity to remind you that because we
receive so many Intentions during this month that it’s
simply not possible to say an Individual Mass for
each and every intention. The Mass is simply styled
as “Holy Souls”, please rest assured however that
Masses will be said regularly throughout November
and in the coming months, and all your intentions are
remembered at those Masses.
LIVERPOOL SEAFARERS
CENTRE
We are collecting items for the
Seafarer Centre to give to our
men and women who sail the sea
and spend many months away
from home. Over the last few years, we ask for your
donations which will be wrapped in Christmas Paper
and given to our visiting Seafarers. There will be a
box in the meeting room at OLSJ, where you can
place any if the following items:
• Face flannel, ball point pen, playing cards, key
rings
• Chocolate bars, mints, chewing gum (Toblerone
is a favourite!), boxed tea/coffee sachets
• Woolley hat, scarf, fingerless gloves, socks,
baseball cap
• Christmas card or festive note with handwritten
message
• Pocket bible/ New Testament / individual book of
the bible (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John)
We are asking for help on Thursday 23rd November
after 7pm Mass, to come along and help wrap these
gifts. Refreshments available. Thank you.
www.rcchp.org.uk
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Wirral Food Bank: Thank you to both parishes for
all your donations last week. The contributions are as
follows, Holy Family 12.67 kgs and OLSJ 8.28 kgs.
Justice & Peace Group- Next Meeting: The next
J&P meeting will take place at Holy Family church on
Monday 13th November at 7.30pm. Parishioners
from either parish are welcome to come along and
see what we are about.
Lately Dead of the Parish
Your prayers are requested for the repose of the
souls of John Joseph Gratton (Our Lady & St
John). John’s Funeral Service takes place on
Wednesday 22nd November at 1pm at Our Lady
and St John.
May he Rest in Peace. Please remember his family
at this difficult time.
Red Mission Boxes: The recent collection in Holy
Family Parish Church raised an amount of £255.
Many thanks to all who contributed.
St. Peter's Singers, Heswall's Choral Society, will
be performing Mendelssohn's Elijah with the full choir
and soloists at the Church of the Good Shepherd on
Saturday 2nd December. Tickets are £12 (including
programme) and are available to purchase at
Linghams or visit www.stpeterssingers.co.uk
URGENT: The British Red Cross are desperately
looking to recruit some bag packing heroes on
Tuesday 12th December at Heswall Tesco - 10am
to 4pm. If you could spare a couple of hours to help,
please call Lauren on 07969430471 or send an email to laurendoy@redcross.org.uk. Thank you.
Would you like to give your acting skills a go?
Christ’s Passion for Wirral 2018 is a collaboration of
all the Christian Churches on the Wirral. They are
gathering together to produce a film of Christ’s
Passion next year. Auditions for the various roles will
take place on Saturday 25th November.
All roles are voluntary and will be rehearsed and
filmed over six weeks, afternoons and evenings
beginning Saturday 17th February 2018. Everyone
welcome but please be aware that this is a Christian
project and voluntary prayer will be part of
rehearsals. For more information call 07465 233252
or email cpfw2018@gmail.com or visit our website
www.wirralpassionplay.co.uk
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Sat

St. Martin of Tours

6:00 pm

Sun

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Remembrance Sunday

11:15 am Mass – For all victims of war

Mon

Ferial

9:00 am

Mass – Intentions of Joan Gibson

Tues

Ferial

9:00 am

Mass – Anne Hopkins R.I.P.

9:00 am

Celebration of Word and Communion

11th Nov

13th Nov
14th Nov

Wed

Ferial

9:30 am to Adoration - Come and spend some quiet time with
8:30 pm
Our Lord

Thurs

Ferial

7:00 pm

Fri

Ferial

Sat

Ferial

6:00 pm

Sun

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

11:15 am Mass – Holy Souls

15th Nov

16th Nov
17th Nov
18th Nov
19th Nov

(Mass at Holy Family at 9am)
Mass – Maureen Birch & Ray Coonan R.I.P.

Sat

St. Martin of Tours

12 noon

Mass – Mary Levy & Albert Shaw R.I.P
(Anniversary)

Sun

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Remembrance Sunday

9:30 am

Mass – For Victims of Conflict

5:00 pm

Mass – Norman Bennett R.I.P (Anniversary)

11th Nov

Holy Family

Mass – Damian Mills Anniversary

12th Nov

Mon

Ferial

Tues

Ferial

9:00 am

Service of Word and Sacrament

Wed

Ferial

9:00 am

Mass - Thomas Bennett R.I.P (Anniversary)

Thurs

Ferial

9:00 am

Service of Word and Sacrament

Fri

Ferial

9:00 am

Mass – Holy Souls (November List)

Sat

Ferial

12 noon

Mass – Theresa Miller Intentions

Sun

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

9:30 am

Mass – Intentions of Jeanette & Family

5:00 pm

Mass – Moira Williams R.I.P (Anniversary)

13th Nov
14th Nov
15th Nov
16th Nov
17th Nov
18th Nov

19th Nov

(Mass at OLSJ at 9am)

Confessions – Saturdays 5:15 pm – 5:45 pm at OLSJ

Saturdays 11:30 am -11:50 am at Holy Family.

Legion of Mary Meetings: Every Monday morning at 10:45 am in the meeting room at OLSJ.
Mother’s Prayers: Every Monday morning at 9:30 am in the meeting room at OLSJ.
Adoration: Holy Family: Every Saturday after 12 noon Mass. On 1st Saturday of the Month, Divine Mercy
devotions, prayers are included. All are welcome. Our Lady and St John: Every Wednesday 9:30am until 8pm
after morning Mass. All are welcome.
Sick: Please remember in your prayers all those in both parishes who are sick at home or in hospital, including
Catherine Maschke, Peter Curtis, Carol Saunders, Gerry Smith, Joe Lucas, Leonora Reilly, John Marmion, Iris
Christian, John Moroney, Mary Latimer, and Father Peter Kelly.
Please get in touch if there are any alterations.
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Our lady & St. John

12th Nov

Mass – David Morley 3rd Anniversary

