5th Sunday of lent

YEAR C

Sunday 7th April 2019

News from the Parishes of Holy Family, Pensby
and Our Lady & St. John, Heswall
Reflection on Today’s Gospel
By Father Stephen
Jesus is put to the test today by scribes and
Pharisees, who bring a woman along who has
been caught committing adultery and make her
stand in full view of everyone. They ask him
whether he will approve her death by stoning, as
laid down in the Law of Moses. Jesus does not
respond but simply bends down and writes on the
ground with his finger. As they persist with their
question, he looks up and says, “If there is one of
you who has not sinned, let him be the first to
throw a stone at her.” He then bends down and
writes on the ground again. The accusers then
leave one by one beginning with the eldest, till
Jesus is left alone with the woman who remains
standing there. What did Jesus write? Was it a
warning of judgement against the accusers, like
the writing on the wall at Belshazzar’s Feast? Was
it an admonition against bearing false witness and
then a list of the sins of the accusers? Whatever
Jesus wrote, it had the effect of making the
accusers leave. Jesus asks the woman, “Where
are they? Has no one condemned you?” ‘No one,
sir,” she replies. Jesus says, “Neither do I
condemn you, go away and do not sin anymore.”

 May They Rest in Peace 
Please pray for the repose of the soul of John
Turner, a parishioner from Holy Family, who has
recently died. John’s funeral arrangements have
now been confirmed. His Requiem Mass will take
place at Holy Family on Wednesday 17th April at
11.30am, followed by committal at Landican.
May he Rest in Peace. Please remember Molly
and the family in your prayers at this sad time.
Dates for your Diary 2019 from the Holy Family
Social Committee





Senior Citizen’s Afternoon Tea: 19th May
Parish BBQ: 9th June
Strawberry Tea: 13th July
Parish Meal: Mid-September
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Parishioners who need our Prayers
Please remember in your prayers all those in
both parishes who are sick at home or in hospital,
including:
Catherine Maschke
Carol Saunders
Gerry Smith
Joe Lucas
Leonora Reilly
Iris Christian
John Moroney
Ken Davies
Mary Brownrigg
Madge McGrath
David Gorman
Norman Corish
Carol Ross
Veronica (Ronnie) McAllister
John Smith
Peter Bowskill
Please get in touch if there are any alterations.

Easter Triduum
Maundy Thursday 18th April
7 pm

Mass of the Lord's Supper at OLSJ

Good Friday 19th April
10 am

Walk of Witness starts at OLSJ

3 pm

Celebration of the Lord’s Passion at
Holy Family & OLSJ

Holy Saturday 20th April
8:00 pm

Easter Vigil at Holy Family

Easter Sunday 21st April
9.30am

Mass at Holy Family

11.15am

Mass at OLSJ

But NO evening Mass at Holy Family.
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Good Friday Service
As many of you already know, we will be joining the
other Churches of Heswall to participate in the Walk of
Witness; this starts at OLSJ and finishes at the United
Reformed Church.
It is followed by a service which involves the portrayal
of the Easter Story in a number of scenes. We are
looking for individuals to be involved in the Garden
Scene. This includes:
- two dressed soldiers (could be in modern
camouflage gear) for this scene and also at the
crucifixion
- at least four people to make a small crowd
There will be a short rehearsal on Sunday 14th at 3pm
(details to be confirmed).
If you are interested.please contact Suzy Smallwood
(07875 404128 - text me?) or
suzy.smallwood1963@gmail.com It would be great to
have some young people involved.
Easter at Holy Family. The time is fast approaching
when we ask for your support to enable fitting liturgies
to take place. We ask for READERS and
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS to assist at the various
Masses and Services. If you wish to exercise your
Ministry over the Sacred Triduum please sign up on the
sheets in the Sacristy Corridor as soon as possible.
Once again, ONLY sign if you are sure of your
attendance at the Mass/Service you have indicated.
Thank you. RevJeff
Maundy Thursday: Father Stephen is looking for
volunteers to help with the washing of the feet for both
parishes. Could you please let Father know if you are
able to help?
Lenten Lunches 2019
The next Lenten Lunches will be held on Friday 5th &
12th April at 12:15 to 13:30. As before they are being
hosted by the United Reformed Church. Please
consider joining us for lunch. The proceeds will be
divided between Christian Aid and CAFOD.
+ Stations of the Cross during Lent +
Our Lady and St John
The Stations of the Cross will be prayed after Mass
on weekday mornings.
Holy Family
The Stations of the Cross will be prayed after 9am
Mass on a Friday.
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Our Journey Through Lent – Week 5
Our Environment
Could we walk to the local shops rather than
drive? Use a bus rather than the car? Or share a
car? Cutting down our heating costs, switching off
lights, our use of plastic etc. – even eating less
meat, these are all familiar to us as ways of
reducing energy costs and helping our
environment – regardless of our views on Global
Warming. No doubt there are many other ways we
can think of to help our environment, positively as
well as by energy saving.
Why are we doing this? Everything we have on
Earth is a gift of God entrusted to us. We have the
choice to use these gifts in a good or bad way. As
the parable of the talents taught us, neglecting our
gifts is not an option. We have an obligation to do
something when we see our environment being
spoiled or neglected. Pope Francis warns in
Laudatio Si, 'There is a real danger that we will
leave future generations only rubble, deserts and
refuse'. LIVE SIMPLY that others may SIMPLY
LIVE.
What has this to do with Cafod? There is little
doubt that, in many cases, pollution and of the
environmental disasters are largely man-made.
And where these things are happening in poor
and impoverished parts of the world, you are likely
to find Cafod giving help. Not only that Cafod
looks to the future to provide education and new
skills to promote sustainability.
Week 6 and our final stage of Our Journey
Through Lent - Reflection
Could we spend a little time this week thinking
about our Journey over the last 5 weeks?
What have I done on this journey?
Who did I meet on the way?
What did I experience?
Jesus said "Whatever you do to the least of my
little ones you do to me". Is there some permanent
change possible, even in a small way? Reducing
sugar in my diet, reducing my food waste, using
my time a little differently? Thinking ahead,
Traidcraft [www.traidcraftshop.co.uk] are
producing Meaningful Chocolate Easter Eggs this
year.
Cafod This Sunday brings our Journey to an end.
But the work of Cafod goes on. Please hand in on
the collection plate any remaining Cafod
envelopes. There are still spare Cafod envelopes
at the back of church for any last-minute
contributions.
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A HUGE thank you to all the
ladies in the Tuesday Stitchcraft
group for designing and
sewing our wonderful banner for
church parade and other important occasions!
Much appreciated by all at 7th Heswall
Rainbows Unit!
St Peters Quiz Night for Christian Aid
Thank you to everyone who attended this
event. It was a great event and I hope that you all
enjoyed the evening.The final total raised was
£901. A really successful event.
Reminder: The next Monthly Prayer
Breakfast will take place on
Saturday 13th April at
8:30 am in the Meeting
Room at OLSJ. Everyone welcome.

Please join us on Saturday mornings to pray the
rosary for parishioner, Mary Brownrigg and for all
in the parish who are sick and all who need
prayers. All are welcome to join us each
Saturday at 9.30am.

During 2019, on the last
Wednesday of each month at
OLSJ, we will be saying the Rosary
for the Unborn before the Blessed
Sacrament during Adoration. Please do join us
if you can.

Sunday 7th April 2019

Holy Family Easter Raffle: Our ever- popular
Easter Egg raffle has begun. Tickets on sale
from the Box Office £1 per strip. Raffle will be
drawn on Easter Sunday.
FREE Chi Gong Classes for Lent! The classes will
take place every Thursday in the Meeting Room at
OLSJ from 10:30am for ½ hour of gentle exercise
ending with a short relaxation, followed by tea and
biscuits. Wear comfortable clothing.

Don’t Give Up Chocolate for
Lent……..
Instead, discover simple ways to transform your life in
forty days. Join our parish for BEST LENT EVER, a free
email program from Dynamic Catholic that is designed to
help you have a life-changing Lent. Each day, you’ll
receive a short inspirational video that will help you . . .
find areas for growth, build better habits, spark lasting
change
Sign up at www.DynamicCatholic.com/BestLent
Fully escorted Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine, Ireland,
03rd July 2019 from Bristol. £649.00 pp sharing. Price
includes flight with 10kg hand luggage, transfers, 4
nights’ in Knock House Hotel with FULL BOARD. All
entertainment/ day trips and guided tours
included. Single room supp £100. Contact Patricia on
01268 762 278 or 07740 175557 or
emailknockpilgrimages@gmail.com. Knock Pilgrimages
is a member of the Travel Trust Association and is fully
protected by ATOL T7613.

Red Mission Boxes Would all boxholders at both Holy Family and Our Lady & St. John
please bring boxes to church for emptying/ counting. Would everyone please make sure that
their name and address is on the box (label is situated on bottom of box). Boxes can be left
in the sacristy at either church or handed to Mary/John Wrigley at Holy Family or Ian Butler
at OLSJ. Donations also gratefully received.
Planned Giving – Next Year’s Envelopes
Please note that next year’s envelopes for Holy Family will be available from Sunday, 24th March. Boxes
for OLSJ parishioners will be available the following weekend, 30th/31st March. The boxes of envelopes are
in alphabetical order at the back of church. This year there are no addresses on the boxes due to GDPR,
only names. It is very important that you make absolutely sure you are taking the correct box. Please
collect your box as soon as you can and it would be helpful to pass on their box to anyone else you can
see is present. The first Sunday of the new tax year is 7th April. Any questions please contact:
Holy Family:

Fred Taylor
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342 5922
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OLSJ:

Bernard Larkin 342 5517
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Sunday 7th April 2019 – 5th Sunday of Lent
Sat

Ferial

6:00 pm

Mass – David Birch

Sun

7th April

Fifth Sunday of Lent
(Psalter Week I)

11:15 am

Mass – The Ross Family

Mon

Ferial

9:00 am

Mass – Ruth Hughes Anniversary

Tues

Ferial

9:00 am

Mass – Father John Quinn (sick)

9:00 am

Celebration of Word and Communion

6th April

8th April
9th April

Wed

Ferial

10th April

9:30 am to
8:30 pm

Adoration - Come and spend some quiet time
with Our Lord

Thurs

Ferial

Fri

Ferial

Sat

Ferial

6:00 pm

Mass – For the intention of Philip

Sun

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the
Lord
(Psalter Week II)

11:15 am

Mass – Martin O’Brien R.I.P.

11th April
12th April
13th April

14th April
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7:00 pm

Mass – Barbara & Roger Walker Intentions
No Mass (Mass at Holy Family)

9:30 am

Mass – Pauline Williams R.I.P.

5:00 pm

Mass – For the Parish

7th April

Fifth Sunday of Lent
(Psalter Week I)

Mon

Ferial

No Mass (Mass at OLSJ at 9am)

Tues

Ferial

No Mass (Mass at OLSJ at 9am)

Wed

Ferial

9:00 am

No Mass or Service today

Thurs

Ferial

9:00 am

Service of Word & Sacrament

Fri

Ferial

9:00 am

Mass – Holy Souls (November List)
+Stations of The Cross after Mass+

Sat

Ferial

12 noon

Mass – Intentions of Margaret Robson

Sun

Palm Sunday of the Passion of
the Lord
(Psalter Week II)

9:30 am

Mass – John Turner R.I.P.

5:00 pm

Mass – Special Intention

Sun

8th April
9th April
10th April
11th April
12th April
13th April

14th April

Legion of Mary Meetings
Every Monday morning at 10:45am in the
meeting room at OLSJ.
Confessions
Our Lady & St John: Saturday 5:15pm –
5:45pm
Holy Family: Saturday 11:30am -11:50am
www.rcchp.org.uk
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Adoration
Holy Family: Every Saturday after 12 noon Mass. On
1st Saturday of the Month, Divine Mercy devotions,
prayers are included.
Our Lady & St John: Every Wednesday 9:30am –
8:30pm after morning Mass.
Mothers’ Prayers
Every Monday morning at 9:30am in the meeting
room at OLSJ.
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