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News from the Parishes of Holy Family, Pensby 
and Our Lady & St. John, Heswall 

Parishioners who need our Prayers 

 

Please remember in your prayers all those 
in both parishes who are sick at home or in 
hospital, including: 

 

Catherine Maschke 

Gerry Smith 

Joe Lucas 

John Moroney 

Ken Davies 

Madge McGrath 

David Gorman 

Norman Corish 

Carol Ross 

Jillie Huntingford 

Imelda Atherton 

Eileen Millard 

Pauline Pritchard 

Deacon Philip White 

Sara Bull 

Lil Skinner 

Margaret C. Hiepko 

William Kerin 

Please get in touch if there are any alterations. 

Reflection on Today’s Gospel 

By Father Stephen 
 

The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple is both a 

joyful mystery and a sorrowful mystery. Mary 

presents her son Jesus to God, she offers him, and 

every offering is a renunciation. 

 

So begins the mystery of Mary’s suffering which 

will reach its climax at the foot of her son’s cross. 

The cross is the sword that will pierce her own soul 

too. Every Jewish firstborn male was the permanent 

sign and the daily memorial of the liberation from 

the great slavery in Egypt. The firstborn Hebrew 

sons in Egypt were ransomed by the blood of the 

paschal lambs. Jesus, however, the firstborn Hebrew 

son par excellence, will not be ransomed himself but 

with his own blood will bring about the new and 

definitive liberation from the slavery of sin and 

death not only for his own people but for the whole 

of mankind. 

 

The gesture of Mary presenting her son is 

transformed into a liturgical gesture in every Mass. 

When the bread and wine -fruit of the earth and 

work of human hands- are given back to us as the 

Body and Blood of Christ, we too are brought into 

the peace of the Lord, because we contemplate his 

salvation and we live in expectation of his coming. 
 

Saturday Morning 

Rosary 

 

We pray the Rosary every 
Saturday morning at 9.30 at OLSJ, for all 
in the parish who are sick and for all who 

need prayers. 
Please join us whenever you can and if 
anyone has any particular intention they 

wish to be included please let Fr Stephen 
know. 

 

“Where Two or Three are Gathered in My 
Name, I Am in Their Midst”  

Matthew 18:15-20 

 May They Rest in Peace  

 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of Bernie 
Burchell and William Kelly who have recently died. 

May their souls Rest in Peace.  

 

 Bernie Burchell’s funeral details are yet to be 

confirmed 

 William Kelly’s Funeral Service will take place on 
Thursday 13th Febrauary at 10am at Our Lady 
and St John. 

 

Please remember to pray for their families at this 
difficult time. 
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Congratulations to Sally Clarke & 
Ben Evans who were married at 
Our Lady & St John’s last Saturday, 
25th January 2020. May the Lord 

bless them and their families, as they begin their 
new life together.  
 

Sally and Ben Evans would like to thank 

Canon Stephen, Peter Fishwick and the 

choir and individual parishioners who 

played such an important part in 

making their wedding, last weekend, 

such a special day. 

 

2020 The Year of the Word of God 
Pope Francis and Cardinal Nicolas have 
encouraged us all to engage in a deeper 
understanding of Holy Scripture.  With this in mind, I 
hope to start another Bible Group.  Will you follow 
with me, Saints Peter and Paul and their 
companions on their journeys in faith to far away 
places? There’s shipwreck, arguments, escapes 
and much more.  If you are interested phone 
Frances Ford, 342 8066, for further details. 

The Annual Diocesan Mass to Celebrate Marriage 
will be celebrated by Bishop Mark at 12 noon in St 
Joseph’s Church, North Road, Birkenhead, CH42 
7JY on Saturday, 8th February.   All married couples 
and their families are welcome.  There will be 
refreshments afterwards in the Church Hall.  If you are 
celebrating a significant anniversary (25th, 30th, 40th, 
50th, 60th) and wish to attend the Mass, please let 
your Parish Priest know (by the 26th January) and you 
will receive a special letter of invitation.  If you are not 
celebrating a significant anniversary, but still wish to 
attend the Mass and enjoy the refreshments, please let 
the Bishop’s PA know curia@dioceseofshrewsbury.org 
- 01743 290052, so that you can be added to the 
numbers for catering purposes. 

Parish of St Columba & St Theresa, Chester 
Walsingham Pilgrimage 27th-30th April 2020 

 

Some of OLSJ and Holy Family parishioners will be 
going on the Chester Pilgrimage and wondered if 
any of you would like to join us?  If you would, 
please phone Ann Parsons on 342 7229. 

Request from Father Stephen: An important role 

at our weekend Masses, is that of the Eucharistic 

Ministers who assist me in the distribution of Holy 

Communion under both kinds at our busy Masses.  

We are in urgent need of new Ministers at the 6pm 

Saturday Mass at Our lady and St John.  The rota 

is flexible and, in the beginning, you will be helped 

by more experienced Ministers.  The new rotas are 

being drawn up shortly for Our Lady and St John so 

please put a note through the Presbytery door with 

your name and contact details if you are able to help 

me.  Thank you. 

 

 * * * Don’t forget * * * 

The monthly Assam collection will take place after all 
Masses THIS Sunday, 2nd February at Holy Family. 

 
Previous Assam Collection Totals: 
 

November 2019: £200.20 

December 2019: 108.89 

Thank you for all your kind donations  
throughout the year 

Priests Retirmement Fund 

Next Sunday there will be a Special Collection after 

all  Masses for the Priests Retirement Fund. 

Parish priests generally retire at 75 often having 

given 40-50 years of service to the people of the 

Diocese – well beyond the retirement age of most 

lay people.  As they live independently, retired 

priests support themselves and are unable to rely 

upon the financial support provided by a Parish.  

Priests receive a minimal wage during their years in 

active ministry, and so most only receive the basic 

state pension upon retirement.  The Retired Priests’ 

Fund seeks to help sick and retired priests with their 

basic living needs, providing a pension, 

accommodation etc… Our priests rely on what the 

Fund provides after devoting their lives to furthering 

the mission of the Church and bringing people 

closer to Christ. 

Your donation will help sick and retired priests who 

have given their lives to the Church.  Please give as 

generously as you can to this very worthy cause. 

Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Donations can also be made online via the Diocese 
of Shrewsbury website: 
 

http://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/retired-
priests-fund 

https://exchange2010.livemail.co.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=SzJOxxINpC0tIs9e6GWfQEVCs3VdFgFg5_AoxX_xFKURuK-R85TXCA..&URL=mailto%3acuria%40dioceseofshrewsbury.org
http://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/retired-priests-fund
http://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/retired-priests-fund
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Confessions 
 

Our Lady & St John 

Saturday 5:15pm – 5:45pm  

Holy Family 

Mothers’ Prayers 
 

Every Monday 

morning at 9:30am 

in the meeting 

Legion of Mary Meetings 
 

Every Monday morning at 10:45am in the meeting 

room at OLSJ. 

 

Holy Family 200 Club  
 

 
 

Week 15 - 12th January 2020 
 

1st Prize  £25 No.    15  F. Taylor  
2nd Prize  £10 No.  167     S. Hilliard 
3rd Prize  £5 No.    19    F.Ion 
 
 

Week 16 - 19th January 2020 

1st Prize  £25 No.     31  P. Davies 
2nd Prize  £10 No.     68    M. Thurston 
3rd Prize  £5 No.     71   M. Close 
 

Chernobyl Children 
 

The organisers of this charity  are putting together a 
group trip to visit Belarussia and see first hand how 
the charity is helping these poor children. The trip is 
fully escorted and provides the chance to see and 
visit schools and other places, which otherwise 
might not be possible.  The trip will be in 
late  August / early September 2020. If anyone is 
interested you are asked to find out more via: 
10ho@ccll.org.uk 

Our parish party is on  

Friday 20th February  
at  

Heswall British Legion  
7.30pm - 11.30pm 

Tickets £12.50 to include live entertainment 
and a hot pot supper catered by Nova 

Please sign up at box office with a £5 
deposit.  

Book early as this will be a popular event! 

Christian Aid Quiz Night: Last year's quiz night 
raised over £900.  This year's quiz is booked for 
6.30pm on Saturday 14th March at the St Peter's 
Centre.  Teams can have a maximum of six 
members, though you don't have to get thecteam 
together yourself. Tickets can be bought from Suzy 
Smallwood after 2nd February. The ticket price of 
£10 also includes a meal - vegetarian option 
available. There will be a bar selling bottles of wine 
and a raffle.  Last year's quiz was won by a team 
from OLSJ. 
 
Helpers: We need more helpers!  In particular 
help to serve the food and clear some of the plates. 
(Last year's menu included cold meats, quiche, 
salad, new potatoes, vegetable pakora, fruit and a 
magnum ice cream). If you are not into quizzes, 
would you be able to help us at this event?  Contact 
Suzy Smallwood on 07875 404128 or 
suzy.smallwood1963@gmail.com 

Lenten Lunches:   

Fridays 6th & 20th March and 3rd April 

Please consider coming to one of our three Lenten 
lunches.  Whilst the URC (next to Tescos in Heswall) 
host this Friday lunchtime event, it is a joint effort by 
all those involved.  The money raised is split equally 
between Christian Aid and CAFOD.  All the soup is 
home made and served with crusty bread, followed 
by tea/coffee, Fairtrade Biscuits and grapes.  Make a 
note in your diary and please come and support us.   

Helpers:  There are individuals from both OLSJ and 
HF who have helped with the Lenten Lunches for 
several years now.  However we do need some more 
help, particularly on 20th March.  If you can help, 
please contact me (Suzy Smallwood) on 07875 
404128 or suzy.smallwood1963@gmail.com.   

Cake Sale Fundraiser 
Much loved, Holy Family 
Pairshioner, Greg, is moving 
into a supported living flat and 
we would like to help raise vital 
funds for the communal area. 
He will be speaking at 9:30am 
Mass this Sunday about his 

new venture and on Sunday 16th February there 
will be a cake sale, at Holy Family, to help with the 
fundraising efforts.  

mailto:10ho@ccll.og.uk
mailto:10ho@ccll.og.uk
https://exchange2010.livemail.co.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=KLTRmPN-Nv5OdHUfDjq2vBPWrBvEj1jRvhdAwPuxriCX8smePKDXCA..&URL=mailto%3asuzy.smallwood1963%40gmail.com
https://exchange2010.livemail.co.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=KLTRmPN-Nv5OdHUfDjq2vBPWrBvEj1jRvhdAwPuxriCX8smePKDXCA..&URL=mailto%3asuzy.smallwood1963%40gmail.com
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Adoration 
 

Holy Family: Every Saturday after 12 noon Mass. On 1st Saturday of the Month, Divine Mercy devotions, 

prayers are included.  Our Lady & St John: Every Wednesday 9:30am – 8:30pm after morning Mass.   

Sat 
1st February 

BVM 6:00 pm Mass - Margaret Davies R.I.P. 
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Sun 
2nd February 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
(Psalter Week IV)  
Feast of the Presentation of The 
Lord 

11:15 am Mass - Annabell Flynn R.I.P. 

Mon 
3rd February 

St Werburgh 9:00 am Mass - Josephine Burbridge R.I.P. 

Tues 
4th February 

Ferial  No Mass 

Wed 
5th February 

St Agatha 

9:00 am Celebration of Word and Communion 

9:30 am to 
8:30 pm 

Adoration Come and spend some quiet time with Our Lord 

Thurs 
6th February 

Ss Paul Miki & Companions  No Mass 

Fri 
7th February 

Friday  No Mass 

Sat 
8th February 

BVM 6:00 pm Mass - Maureen Birch & Ray Coonan R.I.P. 

Sun 
9th February 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
(Psalter Week I)  
Day of Special Prayer for Racial 
Justice 

11:15 am Mass - Fathers Alex & Tony Fleming 
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Sun 
2nd February 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
(Psalter Week IV)  
Feast of the Presentation of The Lord 

9:30 am Mass - Gordon Orr R.I.P. (Anniversary)  

5:00 pm  Mass - Intentions of Paul Sutton & Family  

Mon 
3rd February 

St Werburgh  (Mass at OLSJ at 9am) 

Tues 
4th February 

Ferial  No Mass 

Wed 
5th February 

St Agatha  No Mass 

Thurs 
6th February 

Ss Paul Miki & Companions  No Mass 

Fri 
7th February 

Friday  No Mass 

Sat 
8th February 

BVM 12 noon Mass - Mary Brownrigg R.I.P. 

Sun 
9th February 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
(Psalter Week I)  
Day of Special Prayer for Racial 
Justice 

9:30 am Mass - Intentions of Camden Family (Thanksgiving)  

5:00 pm  Mass - Intentions of Patricia Bessant  


