3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

YEAR A

Sunday 26th January 2020

News from the Parishes of Holy Family, Pensby
and Our Lady & St. John, Heswall
Reflection on Today’s Gospel
By Father Stephen
Jesus begins his mission with the urgent message,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.”
The way God rules presents a life-and-death situation
which causes people to reconsider their lives. This
initial proclamation of Jesus anchors one part of an
arch that extends to Jesus’ concluding discourse to his
disciples. The master returns suddenly to punish
disciples who have been eating and drinking and
getting drunk; the five bridesmaids, who don’t have
time to buy oil to refill their lamps, hear the ominous
words, “I tell you most solemnly I do not know you.”
The beginning and end of the gospel herald the crisis
brought by the presence of God’s reign and the
warning that it might be too late. There is so much
wickedness in our world and senseless murder of
innocents and acts of hatred and terror. We ourselves
are personally responsible for lack of compassion and
kindness, for selfishness, insensitivity, neglect and
cruelty, for judging people unfairly. Every crisis is a
testing time and therefore an opportunity for
conversion. The disciples hear the summons of Jesus
to follow him, while engaged in their ordinary
everyday tasks. How does God’s reign affect our daily
lives?

 May They Rest in Peace 
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Mary
Brownrigg who has recently died. May her soul Rest
in Peace.

 Mary Brownrigg’s Funeral Mass will take place on
Friday 31st January at 12 noon at Our Lady &
St John.
Please remember to pray for her family at this
difficult time.
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Parishioners who need our Prayers
Please remember in your prayers all those
in both parishes who are sick at home or in
hospital, including:
Catherine Maschke
Gerry Smith
Joe Lucas
John Moroney
Ken Davies
Madge McGrath
David Gorman
Norman Corish
Carol Ross
Jillie Huntingford
Imelda Atherton
Eileen Millard
Pauline Pritchard
Deacon Philip White
Sara Bull
Lil Skinner
Margaret C. Hiepko
William Kerin
Please get in touch if there are any alterations.

Saturday Morning
Rosary
We pray the Rosary every
Saturday morning at 9.30 at OLSJ, for all
in the parish who are sick and for all who
need prayers.
Please join us whenever you can and if
anyone has any particular intention they
wish to be included please let Fr Stephen
know.
“Where Two or Three are Gathered in My
Name, I Am in Their Midst”
Matthew 18:15-20
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Request from Father Stephen: An important role
at our weekend Masses, is that of the Eucharistic
Ministers who assist me in the distribution of Holy
Communion under both kinds at our busy Masses.
We are in urgent need of new Ministers at the 6pm
Saturday Mass at Our lady and St John. The rota
is flexible and, in the beginning, you will be helped
by more experienced Ministers. The new rotas are
being drawn up shortly for Our Lady and St John so
please put a note through the Presbytery door with
your name and contact details if you are able to help
me. Thank you.
Displaying of Materials/Posters in Holy Family
It has been noticed that someone recently had
placed a poster on the wall in the foyer at Holy
Family. Whilst there was nothing wrong with the
content of the poster, the position and manner of
attachment to the wall was inappropriate!
It was attached by the use of “Pritt Pads” which
are a permanent fixture on painted walls, being
almost impossible to remove without damaging
decor. The poster has now been removed!
If anyone wishes to display any items PLEASE
Speak to Fr Stephen or Deacon Jeff before you
display! We will then check content and advise
where and if they can be displayed. Thank you!
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2020 The Year of the Word of God
Pope Francis and Cardinal Nicolas have
encouraged us all to engage in a deeper
understanding of Holy Scripture. With this in mind, I
hope to start another Bible Group. Will you follow
with me, Saints Peter and Paul and their
companions on their journeys in faith to far away
places? There’s shipwreck, arguments, escapes
and much more. If you are interested phone
Frances Ford, 342 8066, for further details.
Good news from Assam
Bishop Albert, the new bishop of Dibrugarh, has written to
apologise for the recent lack of news and to assure us of his
wholehearted support for our Education Project. He says:
‘ I am very glad to know that you are helping our Adivasi
people with the Education Project. I am also very grateful
to so many generous and kind people who are helping in
this project. This education project has been very
beneficial to our people. Therefore I would earnestly
request you to continue to support this project. Many of our
Adivasi children who have no opportunities to study in
their villages and homes get study environment in our
centre in Dibrugarh. Many are doing well in life and
flourishing in their careers. I assure you that you will get
whole hearted support from me and my blessings are fully
with this project. May God bless you and your families.
Yours in Christ Jesus, Rt. Rev. Albert Hemrom’
* * * Don’t forget * * *
The monthly Assam collection will take place after all
Masses next Sunday, 2nd February at Holy Family.
Previous Assam Collection Totals:

Parish of St Columba & St Theresa, Chester
Walsingham Pilgrimage 27th-30th April 2020
Some of OLSJ and Holy Family parishioners will be
going on the Chester Pilgrimage and wondered if
any of you would like to join us? If you would,
please phone Ann Parsons on 342 7229.
The Food Bank are currently urgently in need of
instant mash, fruit juice, tinned spaghetti, sponge
puddings, UHT milk. They have plenty of beans!
Chernobyl Children
The organisers of this charity are putting together
a group trip to visit Belarussia and see first hand
how the charity is helping these poor children. The
trip is fully escorted and provides the chance to
see and visit schools and other places, which
otherwise might not be possible. The trip will be in
late August / early September 2020. If anyone is
interested you are asked to find out more via:
10ho@ccll.org.uk
www.rcchp.org.uk
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November 2019: £200.20
December 2019: 108.89
Thank you for all your kind donations
throughout the year
The Annual Diocesan Mass to Celebrate Marriage
will be celebrated by Bishop Mark at 12 noon in St
Joseph’s Church, North Road, Birkenhead, CH42
7JY on Saturday, 8th February. All married couples
and their families are welcome.
There will be
refreshments afterwards in the Church Hall. If you are
celebrating a significant anniversary (25th, 30th, 40th,
50th, 60th) and wish to attend the Mass, please let
your Parish Priest know (by the 26th January) and you
will receive a special letter of invitation. If you are not
celebrating a significant anniversary, but still wish to
attend the Mass and enjoy the refreshments, please let
the Bishop’s PA know curia@dioceseofshrewsbury.org
- 01743 290052, so that you can be added to the
numbers for catering purposes.
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Holy Family Parish Church is 21 this year so
we have decided to have a party on March
20th at The British Legion. Further

Lenten Lunches:
Fridays 6th & 20th March and 3rd April
Please consider coming to one of our three Lenten
lunches. Whilst the URC (next to Tescos in Heswall)
host this Friday lunchtime event, it is a joint effort by
all those involved. The money raised is split equally
between Christian Aid and CAFOD. All the soup is
home made and served with crusty bread, followed
by tea/coffee, Fairtrade Biscuits and grapes. Make a
note in your diary and please come and support us.
Helpers: There are individuals from both OLSJ and
HF who have helped with the Lenten Lunches for
several years now. However we do need some more
help, particularly on 20th March. If you can help,
please contact me (Suzy Smallwood) on 07875
404128 or suzy.smallwood1963@gmail.com.

Holy Family 200 Club
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Christian Aid Quiz Night: Last year's quiz night
raised over £900. This year's quiz is booked for
6.30pm on Saturday 14th March at the St Peter's
Centre.
Teams can have a maximum of six
members, though you don't have to get thecteam
together yourself. Tickets can be bought from Suzy
Smallwood after 2nd February. The ticket price of
£10 also includes a meal - vegetarian option
available. There will be a bar selling bottles of wine
and a raffle. Last year's quiz was won by a team
from OLSJ.
Helpers: We need more helpers! In particular
help to serve the food and clear some of the plates.
(Last year's menu included cold meats, quiche,
salad, new potatoes, vegetable pakora, fruit and a
magnum ice cream). If you are not into quizzes,
would you be able to help us at this event? Contact
Suzy Smallwood on 07875 404128 or
suzy.smallwood1963@gmail.com
Ladies and Gents Over 55’s Afternoon Tea
The next afternoon tea will be on
Tuesday 28th January 2-4pm.
in the Meeting Room at Our Lady
and St John. No need to book, just
come along for a cup of tea and slice
of cake. Everyone welcome.
We continue to pray for the 2020 First
Holy Communion children who are being
officially enrolled on the Program of
Pereparation this Sunday.

Week 13 - 29th December 2019
1st Prize
2nd Prize
3rd Prize

£25 No. 72
£10 No. 138
£5 No. 10

D. Ireland
P. Marley
S. Smallwood

Week 14 - 5th January 2020
1 Prize
£25 No. 118 K. Walsh
2nd Prize
£10 No. 111 C. Ion
3rd Prize
£5 No. 65 D. Horton
st

Week 15 - 12th January 2020
st

1 Prize
2nd Prize
3rd Prize

£25 No. 15
£10 No. 167
£5 No. 19

F. Taylor
S. Hilliard
F.Ion

Week 16 - 19th January 2020
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Don’t Forget that in the meeting room
at Our Lady & St John, each Monday
morning following the 9am Mass,
coffee and teas are served until
10:45am. Do call in, you are most
welcome to join us.
Confessions
Our Lady & St John
Saturday 5:15pm – 5:45pm
Holy Family

Mothers’ Prayers
Every Monday
morning at 9:30am
in the meeting

Legion of Mary Meetings
Every Monday morning at 10:45am in the meeting
room at OLSJ.
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Sun
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The Conversion of Paul
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Psalter Week III)
Sunday of the Word of God

YEAR A
6:00 pm
11:15 am
12:30pm

Sunday 26th January 2020

Mass - Eileen Halligan
Mass - First Communion Enrolement Mass
Baptism of Sophia Braden

Mon

St Angela Merici

9:00 am

Mass - Bill Holt R.I.P.

Tues

St Thomas Aquinas

9:00 am

Mass - Intentions of Mary Burke

9:00 am

Celebration of Word and Communion

27th January

28th January

Wed

29th January

Ferial

9:30 am to
8:30 pm

Adoration Come and spend some quiet time with Our Lord

Thurs

Ferial

7:00 pm

Mass - Brendan Costello R.I.P.

Fri

St John Bosco

12 noon

Mary Brownrigg Funeral Mass

Sat

BVM

6:00 pm

Mass - Margaret Davies R.I.P.

Sun

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Psalter Week IV)
Feast of the Presentation of The
Lord

11:15 am

Mass - Annabell Flynn R.I.P.

30th January
31st January
1st February

2nd February

Sun

26th January

H
o
l
y

St Thomas Aquinas

(Mass at OLSJ at 9am)

Wed

Ferial

Thurs

Ferial

Fri

St John Bosco

9:00 am

Mass - Sheila Dunk R.I.P.

Sat

BVM

12 noon

Mass - Brendan Morrison R.I.P. (Anniversary)

Sun

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Psalter Week IV)
Feast of the Presentation of The Lord

9:30 am

Mass - Gordon Orr R.I.P. (Anniversary)

5:00 pm

Mass - Intentions of Paul Sutton & Family

31st January

1st February

2nd February

J
o
h
n

Mass - Intentions of Danielle Bessant

Tues

30th January

S
t

5:00 pm

(Mass at OLSJ at 9am)

28th January

&

Mass - Sarah Davies R.I.P (Birthday Remembrance)

St Angela Merici

27th January

l
A
D
Y

9:30 am

Mon

29th January

F
a
m
i
l
y

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Psalter Week III)
Sunday of the Word of God

O
u
r

9:00 am

Mass - Jacqueline Calland R.I.P.
(Mass at OLSJ at 7pm)

Adoration
Holy Family: Every Saturday after 12 noon Mass. On 1st Saturday of the Month, Divine Mercy devotions,
prayers are included. Our Lady & St John: Every Wednesday 9:30am – 8:30pm after morning Mass.
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