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News from the Parishes of Holy Family, Pensby 
and Our Lady & St. John, Heswall 

Parishioners who need our Prayers 

 

Please remember in your 
prayers all those in both 
parishes who are sick at 
home or in hospital, including: 

 

Catherine Maschke, Gerry Smith, Joe 

Lucas, John Moroney, Ken Davies, 

Madge McGrath, David Gorman, 

Norman Corish, Carol Ross, Jillie 

Huntingford, Imelda Atherton, Eileen 

Millard, Pauline Pritchard, Deacon 

Philip White, Sara Bull, Lil Skinner 

Margaret C. Hiepko, William Kerin 

Please get in touch if there are any alterations. 

Reflection on Today’s Gospel 

By Father Stephen 
 

Jesus declares the disciples to be the salt of the earth. In the 

ancient world salt was used to flavour and preserve food and 

often in sacrifice. Though technically salt (sodium chloride) 

can never totally lose its flavour, it can become adulterated 

and weakened. Jesus’ image is simultaneously challenging 

and frightening. Disciples are like salt necessary for life, and 

the call once given cannot be revoked, just as salt can never 

totally lose its flavour. But if the disciples abuse the call and 

grace of God, “they are good for nothing and can only be 

thrown out to be trampled underfoot by men.” 

 

This section of the gospel follows the Beatitudes, which 

describe the kinds of values a disciple should aspire to and 

comes before the contrast statements that describe the higher 

form of justice demanded by Jesus: renouncing anger; marital 

integrity; honesty in speech; breaking the cycle of violence; 

forgiving enemies. We are challenged to live the values 

expressed in the Sermon on the Mount and so become salt of 

the earth and beacons of hope for others, signalling the dawn 

of a new day. It is appropriate that the Vatican Council’s 

reflection on the Church is entitled ‘Lumen Gentium’ – ‘The 

Light of the Nations.’ 

 

Saturday Morning Rosary 

 

We pray the Rosary every Saturday 
morning at 9.30 at OLSJ, for 
all in the parish who are sick 
and for all who need prayers. 
Please join us whenever you 
can and if anyone has any 

particular intention they wish 
to be included please let Fr 

Stephen know. 
 

“Where Two or Three are Gathered in My 
Name, I Am in Their Midst”  

Matthew 18:15-20 

 

 May They Rest in Peace  

 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of 
Patricia Flaherty, Bernie Burchell and 

William Kelly who have recently died. May 
their souls Rest in Peace.  

 

 Patricia Flaherty’s Funeral Service will 
take place on Tuesday 11th February 
at 9am at Landican. 

 William Kelly’s Funeral Service will take 
place on Thursday 13th Febrauary at 
10am at Our Lady and St John. 

 Bernie Burchell’s Funeral Mass will take 
place on Friday 14th February at 11am 
at Our Lady and St John.  It will be 
preceeded by the Rosary in memory of 
Bernie at 10:30am. 

 

Please remember to pray for their families 
at this difficult time. 

The family of Bernie Burchell invite 

parishioners for tea, coffee, cake and 

a chat in the Meeting Room after her 

funeral on Friday 14th March.   
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Parish of St Columba & St Theresa, Chester 
Walsingham Pilgrimage 27th-30th April 2020 

 

Some of OLSJ and Holy Family parishioners will be 
going on the Chester Pilgrimage and wondered if 
any of you would like to join us?  If you would, 
please phone Ann Parsons on 342 7229. 

Priests Retiremement Fund 

THIS Sunday there will be a Special Collection 

after all  Masses for the Priests Retirement Fund. 

Parish priests generally retire at 75 often having 

given 40-50 years of service to the people of the 

Diocese – well beyond the retirement age of most 

lay people.  As they live independently, retired 

priests support themselves and are unable to rely 

upon the financial support provided by a Parish.  

Priests receive a minimal wage during their years in 

active ministry, and so most only receive the basic 

state pension upon retirement.  The Retired Priests’ 

Fund seeks to help sick and retired priests with their 

basic living needs, providing a pension, 

accommodation etc… Our priests rely on what the 

Fund provides after devoting their lives to furthering 

the mission of the Church and bringing people 

closer to Christ. 

Your donation will help sick and retired priests who 

have given their lives to the Church.  Please give as 

generously as you can to this very worthy cause. 

Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Donations can also be made online via the Diocese 
of Shrewsbury website: 
 

http://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/retired-
priests-fund 

2020 
The Year of the Word 

 
 

 

 

 

Meeting the God who speaks in his word 
must surely be a priority for all of us. A brochure 
presenting the diocesan programme of events 
throughout this year is available at the back of 
the church. It can also be accessed on 
the diocesan website, under New Evangelisation. 
Please have a look at the variety of these activities, 
many of which will take place in three different 
parts of the diocese. They are for the general 
public; everyone is welcome, no prior study is 
needed. 

 

       * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

52nd International Eucharistic Congress, 
Budapest, 13-20 Sept 2020  

 
Details can be found on the official website https://
www.iec2020.hu/en. If you are thinking of 
attending the Congress and wish to do with the 
diocese, please contact the Diocesan Mission 
S e c r e t a r y  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e . 
Email: Anthony.Timothy@dioceseofshrewsbury.org 
Tel: 0151 652 9855  

 
       * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
Year of the Word Diocesan Spring Talks 

 
Everyone is welcome to come and reflect on the 
Word of God; no prior study needed.   
 
Talk 1. Fr Nick Kern on Dei Verbum/ Word of 
God (Vatican II) 
 

Wednesday 19th February at St Columba's, 
Chester 19:00-20:30 (registration 18:30) 

MEDJUGORJE IRISH CENTRE PILGRIMAGES 

APRIL - OCT 2020: 7 Night Stay and Airport Shuttle 

service from Dubrovnik or Split for €266 per person 

sharing. Book any flight - any time and we provide 

guaranteed airport shuttle service. Call us for further info 

and book the dates that suit you. Tel. 020 3239 8662 or 

email reservations@med-irishcentre.com.  

Sunday 9th February 2020 
Day of Special Prayer for Racial Justice 

 

This weekend, the Catholic Church in England and 
Wales will celebrate Racial Justice - the theme is 
“You are at the heart of the Church”.  It will celebrate 
the contribution that travelling communities make to 
the Church in England and Wales.  It is an 
opportunity for all Catholics to pray for, reflect on and 
respond to racial matters within the Church and wider 
society. 

Wirral Foodbank The totals for January 2020 

are Holy Family 155.19 kgs  OLSJ 77.37 kgs.  
Thank you.  

http://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/retired-priests-fund
http://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/retired-priests-fund
https://www.iec2020.hu/en.
https://www.iec2020.hu/en.
mailto:Anthony.Timothy@dioceseofshrewsbury.org
mailto:reservations@med-irishcentre.com
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Confessions 
 

Our Lady & St John 

Saturday 5:15pm – 5:45pm  

Holy Family 

Saturday 11:30am -11:50am  

Mothers’ Prayers 
 

Every Monday 

morning at 9:30am 

in the meeting 

room at OLSJ. 

Legion of Mary Meetings 
 

Every Monday morning at 10:45am in the meeting 

room at OLSJ. 

 

Holy Family 200 Club  
 

 

Week 17 - 26th January 2020 
 

1st Prize  £25 No.   141  K. Bull  
2nd Prize  £10 No.     49    L. Skinner 
3

rd
 Prize  £5 No.   157    P. Ryan 

 
 

Week 18 - 2nd February 2020 
 

1st Prize  £25 No.    113  T. Hurworth 
2nd Prize  £10 No.    160   S. Smallwood 
3rd Prize  £5 No.        7   Tirebuck 
 

Holy Family Parish is celebrating it’s 21st 
Birthday with celebrations on  

Friday 20th MARCH  
at the 

Heswall British Legion  
7.30pm - 11.30pm 

Tickets £12.50 to include live entertainment 
and a hot pot supper catered by Nova 

Please sign up at box office with a £5 
deposit.  

Christian Aid Quiz Night: Last year's quiz night 
raised over £900.  This year's quiz is booked for 
6.30pm on Saturday 14th March at the St Peter's 
Centre.  Teams can have a maximum of six 
members, though you don't have to get the team 
together yourself. Tickets can be bought from Suzy 
Smallwood after 2nd February. The ticket price of 
£10 also includes a meal - vegetarian option 
available. There will be a bar selling bottles of wine 
and a raffle.  Last year's quiz was won by a team 
from OLSJ. 
 
Helpers: We need more helpers!  In particular 
help to serve the food and clear some of the plates. 
(Last year's menu included cold meats, quiche, 
salad, new potatoes, vegetable pakora, fruit and a 
magnum ice cream). If you are not into quizzes, 
would you be able to help us at this event?  Contact 
Suzy Smallwood on 07875 404128 or 
suzy.smallwood1963@gmail.com 

Lenten Lunches:   

Fridays 6th & 20th March and 3rd April 

Please consider coming to one of our three Lenten 
lunches.  Whilst the URC (next to Tescos in Heswall) 
host this Friday lunchtime event, it is a joint effort by 
all those involved.  The money raised is split equally 
between Christian Aid and CAFOD.  All the soup is 
home made and served with crusty bread, followed 
by tea/coffee, Fairtrade Biscuits and grapes.  Make a 
note in your diary and please come and support us.   

Helpers:  There are individuals from both OLSJ and 
HF who have helped with the Lenten Lunches for 
several years now.  However we do need some more 
help, particularly on 20th March.  If you can help, 
please contact me (Suzy Smallwood) on 07875 
404128 or suzy.smallwood1963@gmail.com.   

Cake Sale Fundraiser 
There will be a CAKE SALE nex 
Sunday 16th February at Holy 
Family to help raise funds for Greg as 
he moves into supported living.  I 
know you will be as generous as 
always. 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 
Friday 6th March 2020 

 

 This year’s service will be at 1:45pm at 
the URC (next to Tesco’s) in Heswalll or 

at 7:30pm at the Emmanuel Church in Pensby 
 

For further information about WWDP please visit 

their website www.wwdp.org.uk 

 
The World Day of Prayer worship service has a 

special annual theme which is developed by 
women of a different country each year.  This 

year’s World Day of Prayer has been developed by 
the women of Zimbabwe and the theme is: 

 

“Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk” 

https://exchange2010.livemail.co.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=KLTRmPN-Nv5OdHUfDjq2vBPWrBvEj1jRvhdAwPuxriCX8smePKDXCA..&URL=mailto%3asuzy.smallwood1963%40gmail.com
https://exchange2010.livemail.co.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=KLTRmPN-Nv5OdHUfDjq2vBPWrBvEj1jRvhdAwPuxriCX8smePKDXCA..&URL=mailto%3asuzy.smallwood1963%40gmail.com
https://www.wwdp.org.uk/
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Adoration 
 

Holy Family: Every Saturday after 12 noon Mass. On 1st Saturday of the Month, Divine Mercy devotions, 

prayers are included.  Our Lady & St John: Every Wednesday 9:30am – 8:30pm after morning Mass.   

Sat 
8th February 

BVM 6:00 pm Mass - Maureen Birch & Ray Coonan R.I.P. 
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Sun 
9th February 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
(Psalter Week I)  
Day of Special Prayer for Racial 
Justice 

11:15 am Mass - Fathers Alex & Tony Fleming 

Mon 
10th February 

St Scholastica 9:00 am Mass - Michael Geary R.I.P. 

Tues 
11th February 

Our Lady of Lourdes 
World Day of Prayer for the Sick 

9:00 am Mass - Valerie Kelly R.I.P. 

Wed 
12th February 

Ferial 

9:00 am Celebration of Word and Communion 

9:30 am to 
8:30 pm 

Adoration Come and spend some quiet time with Our Lord 

Ferial 

10:00 am William Kelly Funeral Service 
Thurs 
13th February 

7:00 pm Mass - Cecilia Hiepko Birthday Thanksgiving 

Fri 
14th February 

Ss Cyril & Methodius 
10:30 am 
11:00 am 

Rosary for Bernie Burchell 
Bernie Burchell Funeral Mass 

Sat 
15th February 

BVM 6:00 pm Mass - Stan Orton 

Sun 
16th February 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
(Psalter Week II)  
 

11:15 am Mass -  Marino Restrepo 
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Sun 
9th February 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
(Psalter Week I)  
Day of Special Prayer for Racial 
Justice 

9:30 am Mass - Intentions of Camden Family (Thanksgiving)  

5:00 pm  Mass - Intentions of Patricia Bessant  

Mon 
10th February 

St Scholastica  (Mass at OLSJ at 9am) 

Tues 
11th February 

Our Lady of Lourdes 
World Day of Prayer for the Sick 

 (Mass at OLSJ at 9am) 

Wed 
12th February 

Ferial 9:00 am Mass - Melissa Callaghan R.I.P  

Thurs 
13th February 

Ferial  (Mass at OLSJ at 7pm) 

Fri 
14th February 

Ss Cyril & Methodius 9:00 am Mass - Intentions of Keenan McConville (Get Well)  

Sat 
15th February 

BVM 12 noon Mass - Intentions of Mike & Pat Bessant & Family  

Sun 
16th February 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
(Psalter Week II)  
 

9:30 am Mass - Intentions of Sheila & Bill Rowe  

5:00 pm  Mass - Intentions of Brownrigg Family  


