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News from the Parishes of Holy Family, Pensby 
and Our Lady & St. John, Heswall 

Both Holy Family and Our Lady & St John’s will remain closed until further notice. 

Reflection on the Sunday Gospel  

By Father Stephen 
 

When the Risen Jesus appears to the frightened 

disciples he says,  "Shalom".  

 

Shalom doesn't simply mean "peace". It means 

that deep-down feeling of health, prosperity, 

security and freedom. Shalom is that unshakeable 

sensation that we are held in the palm of God's 

hand and nothing can ever separate us from him. 

 

When we feel afraid or disquieted it's a comfort to 

know that even the disciples found it hard to be 

calm all the time. When we begin to doubt the 

substance of our faith, when we become 

discouraged and think we're getting nowhere, 

Jesus has one simple word for us: "Shalom". 

Faith in the risen Lord does not mean that 

everything becomes rosy, that we wander through 

life with no problems or concerns. But what it 

does mean is that we are able to view the same 

realities from a different perspective, through a 

different lens. The fact that Jesus is risen from the 

dead means that we no longer face things alone. 

We are no longer held in the grip of anxiety and 

fear. Jesus rose not to abandon us but to be by our 

side. He is as present to us today as he was in that 

room with the disciples. 

 

And, whatever our fears are, his presence offers us 

Shalom. 

SUNDAY READINGS 

 

First: Acts 2: 42-47  - The whole community 
remained faithful to the teaching, the brotherhood 
and to breaking of bread and prayers ... they lived 
together and owned everything in common ... day 
by day the Lord added to their community. 
 
Psalm: 117 - Give thanks to the Lord for he is 
good, for his love had no end / Let the sons of 
Israel say / I was thrust, thrust down and falling / 
The stone which the builders rejected. 
 
Second: I Peter 1: 3-9 - Blessed be God .. who in 
his great mercy has given us new birth ... by raising 
Jesus Christ from the dead. 
 
Gospel: John 20: 19-31 - Jesus appears to the 
apostles while they are locked in the upper 
room.  He wished Peace upon them, and breathed 
the Holy Spirit on them.   But Thomas was not 
there, and doubted.   Eight days later, Jesus came 
back and Thomas saw and believed.   Jesus 
response;   Happy are those who have not seen 
and yet believe. 

https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-Ey0FWHecQlk/WOrQdSMZFbI/AAAAAAAAEEg/eV1JbmuRSowOeKKOC6Ky5JmIPZIViFrawCPcB/s1600/Ivanyi-doubting-thomas-touches-christs-side.jpg
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News from the Parishes of Holy Family, Pensby 
and Our Lady & St. John, Heswall 

 

 May They Rest in Peace  

 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of  

 

Veronica McGoldrick 

Ernest Frederick Gott (Fred)  

Mariette Skates  

Frank Hogan 

 

who have recently died. May their souls Rest in 
Peace.  

 

Please remember to pray for their families at 
this difficult time. 

Parishioners who need our Prayers 
 

Please remember in your prayers all those in 
both parishes who are sick at home or in 
hospital, including: 

 

Catherine Maschke,  

Gerry Smith,  

Joe Lucas,  

John Moroney,  

Ken Davies,  

Madge McGrath,  

David Gorman,  

Norman Corish,  

Carol Ross, Jillie Huntingford,  

Imelda Atherton, Eileen Millard,  

Pauline Pritchard, Deacon Philip White,  

Sara Bull, Lil Skinner, Margaret C. Hiepko,  

William Kerin 

Please get in touch if there are any alterations. 

 

Mass 
 

Did you know that you can watch Mass over the 
internet on your laptop, tablet or phone?  Simply 
go the website www.churchservices.tv  
You can watch Mass live from parishes all over 
the UK and Ireland.  Alternatively, you can visit our 
Diocesan website to view weekday and Sunday 
Mass live from Shrewsbury cathedral 
www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/about-us/live-
masses 
 
 

Free Catholic Newspapers 
 

During this period, many of your usual Catholic 
newspapers are available to read online, free of 
charge.  Visit www.ChurchPaper.co.uk, The 
website contains over 600 editions of the country-
wide newspapers, including:  
 - Catholic Pic (Archdiocese of Liverpool)  
 - UCM News (Union of Catholic Mothers)  
 - Reach - Catholic Schools Paper  
With many more being added weekly.  They are 
free to download and view on your tablet or 
phone. 
 

 

Daily Prayer 
 

Our Diocesan website has suggestions for daily 
Morning and Evening Prayers, as well as a 
Meditation for the Week and an interesting read 
about the Saint of the Week.  Visit 
www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/ 
 

http://www.churchservices.tv
http://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/about-us/live-masses
http://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/about-us/live-masses
http://www.churchpaper.co.uk/
http://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/
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Do you have an item for the 
newsletter? 

 

If you do please send it to Victoria 
Hanlon at 
contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk by 
4pm on a Thursday afternoon. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
A Message from Richard Roberts, the General 

Manager at the Wirral Foodbank. 
  

Wirral Council and community food providers have 
come together to make sure vulnerable residents 
don’t go hungry during the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) 
pandemic.  
  
Feeding Birkenhead, Supporting Wirral, Wirral 
Foodbank and other third sector food providers, are 
coordinating efforts and centralising their bulk food 
collection and distribution operations at a new 
Emergency Food Hub, managed by Wirral Council.   
  
Residents experiencing difficulties in accessing food 
can visit www.wirral.gov.uk/foodhelp to submit their 
details online using a simple form or call the Wirral 
Coronavirus Helpline (0151 666 5050, Monday to 
Friday, 9am to 5pm).  Residents should be 
encouraged or supported to use the online referral 
form wherever possible.  
  
Residents are also encouraged to visit 
www.wirralinfobank.co.uk for details of shopping and 
delivery services provided by community groups in 
their local area.  The Infobank has an easyto-use 
search facility which shows what help is available, 
simply by inserting a postcode.  The Infobank also 
has a list of social supermarkets in Wirral.  
 
Residents requiring financial assistance can continue 
to apply online for www.wirral.gov.uk/benefits-and-
money/local-welfare-assistance  
 
Wirral children who normally get free school meals 
will receive vouchers to cover the cost of food as part 
of a partnership between the Council and local 
schools. For more information on this scheme, go to 
https://wirralview.com/news/meal-vouchers-wirrals-
schoolchildren   
  

PARISHIONER 

OUTREACH  

 THANK YOU! 

A big thank you to all 

our parishioners who 

have responded to the 

request for help with 

those in our Parish who are vulnerable, elderly 

or unable to go out at the moment.  Your 

kindness is really touching.  To date, we 

haven’t heard from anyone that needs help but 

have heard from a number of you, who are 

contacting parishioners you know may be 

vulnerable or elderly.  Great work!  

 

If you do however, 

hear of anyone that 

may need a bit of 

shopping or a phone 

call and are unable to 

help them yourself, do 

get in touch and we 

can organise for someone to help out.  

 
Dog Walking 

 
If you are unable to walk 

your dog because you can’t 

leave your home or are 

anxious to, Parishioner, 

Angela Dordevik is kindly 

offering to walk your dog 

for you.  If you would like to take her up on 

her offer, please contact me Victoria Hanlon 

at the Parish email address, 

contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk and I will 

put you in contact with her. 

 

Thank you Angela, it is heart-warming to 

see the Parish coming together to help each 

other! 

mailto:contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk
http://www.wirral.gov.uk/foodhelp
http://www.wirralinfobank.co.uk
http://www.wirral.gov.uk/benefits-and-money/local-welfare-assistance
http://www.wirral.gov.uk/benefits-and-money/local-welfare-assistance
https://wirralview.com/news/meal-vouchers-wirrals-schoolchildren
https://wirralview.com/news/meal-vouchers-wirrals-schoolchildren
mailto:contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk?subject=Dog%20Walking
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Young Vincentians Team furloughed  
Unfortunately, from Monday 6th April 2020 the 
Young Vincentians Team will be completely 
furloughed for at least 4 weeks. Our current 
situation will be reviewed but it is anticipated that 
unless there are drastic changes to forecasts this 
could be for considerably longer.  
 

Resources  
We have done as much as possible over the last 
few weeks to maintain all our youth apostolates 
virtually and to provide additional spiritual resources 
and activities for all our young people to engage in 
schools and parishes and at home with their 
families. We have been very pleased to be able to 
launch all 3 of our newly created youth microsites 
live as well so we now have three fully operationally 
microsites that are full of brand new resources. 
Please find the links below: 
 

 Mini Vinnies:  www.svp.org.uk/mini-vinnies  

 Youth SVP:  www.svp.org.uk/youth-svp  

 B-Attitudes:  www.svp.org.uk/b-attitude  
 
and look out for posts relating to these appearing 
on our social media channels too:  
 
 Twitter:   @SVPEnglandWales 
 Facebook:  @SVPEnglandandWales 
 Instagram:  @SVPEnglandWales 

 
Church Offertory Giving 

 
A number of parishioners have contacted 
Father Stephen to ask how they can give 
their weekly Offertory envelopes or the 

envelopes for the CAFOD collection whilst the 
churches are closed. 
 

Obviously, the safety of everyone concerned is our 
overriding concern and it would not be safe to pass 
these directly from one person to another or to put 
them through the presbytery letterbox. 
 

One way would be to simply retain the envelopes 
until the churches reopen and Mass is once again 
celebrated in public. However, the 2019/2020 
envelopes will soon run out and with the churches 
closed it is neither practical nor safe to distribute the 
2020/2021 boxes of envelopes and we do not yet 
know when this might be allowed. 
 

There is a possible solution to this conundrum which 
you may wish to consider; switching to Standing 
Order payments, either permanently or for the 
duration of this emergency. Many of your fellow 
parishioners already make their donations to the 
Church using this method and they find it very 
convenient. 
 

If you wish to explore this option please ring Bernard 

Larkin on 342-5517 and he can explain what is 

involved. 

Ways to Stay in Touch with  
Parish News 

 
 

Visit the parish website 
www.rcchp.org.uk 

 
 

Sign up for the weekly parish newsletter 
via email 

To join send an email to Victoria Hanlon 
contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk 

 
 
 

Visit the Holy Family Pensby  
Facebook page 

SPUC Prayer Chain                   

Monday 27th April 2020 
 

Every year on the Saturday nearest to the 

27 April, SPUC holds a public act of witness 

to commemorate the unborn babies killed 

by abortion since the implementation of the 

Abortion Act on 27 April 1968.  The current coronavirus 

crisis makes it impossible for the usual outdoors 

witness to go ahead. Instead, SPUC is asking 

supporters to join a Pro-life Prayer Chain inside your 

own home.  SPUC are asking everyone to commit to 

praying for an end to abortion on Monday 27 April 

2020.  They are asking people to let them know that  

you are doing so by going to their website and filling 

out the ‘Join the Pro-Life Prayer Chain’ form.  There 

are also some suggested prayers on the website. 

http://www.svp.org.uk/mini-vinnies
http://www.svp.org.uk/youth-svp
http://www.svp.org.uk/b-attitude
http://www.rcchp.org.uk
mailto:contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk
https://spuc.org.uk/Pro-Life-Prayer-Chain-2020
https://www.spuc.org.uk/Get-Involved/Campaigns/Pro-Life-Prayer-Chain-2020
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Children’s Sunday Liturgy Page  
Parents, please feel free to print off this page for your 

children to colour and complete! 


