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News from the Parishes of Holy Family, Pensby 
and Our Lady & St. John, Heswall 

Both Holy Family and Our Lady & St John’s will remain closed until further notice. 

 

Sunday Readings  

for the 

3rd Sunday of Easter 

1st Reading – ACTS 2:14, 22-33 

14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and proclaimed: “You who are Jews, indeed all of you 

staying in Jerusalem. Let this be known to you, and listen to my words. 

22 You who are Israelites, hear these words. Jesus the Nazarene was a man commended to you by God with 

mighty deeds, wonders, and signs, which God worked through him in your midst, as you yourselves know. 

23 This man, delivered up by the set plan and foreknowledge of God, you killed, using lawless men to crucify 

him. 

24 But God raised him up, releasing him from the throes of death, because it was impossible for him to be held 

by it. 

25 For David says of him: I saw the Lord ever before me, with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed. 

26 Therefore my heart has been glad and my tongue has exulted; my flesh, too, will dwell in hope, 

27 because you will not abandon my soul to the netherworld, nor will you suffer your holy one to see corruption. 

28 You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence. 

29 “My brothers, one can confidently say to you about the patriarch David that he died and was buried, and his 

tomb is in our midst to this day. 

30 But since he was a prophet and knew that God had sworn an oath to him that he would set one of his 

descendants upon his throne, 

31 he foresaw and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that neither was he abandoned to the netherworld nor 

did his flesh see corruption. 

32 God raised this Jesus; of this we are all witnesses. 

33 Exalted at the right hand of God, he received the promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father and poured him 

forth, as you see and hear.” 
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2nd Reading – 1 Peter 1:17-21 

17 Beloved: If you invoke as Father him who judges impartially according to each one’s works, conduct yourselves 

with reverence during the time of your sojourning, 

18 realizing that you were ransomed from your futile conduct, handed on by your ancestors, not with perishable things 

like silver or gold 

19 but with the precious blood of Christ as of a spotless unblemished lamb. 

20 He was known before the foundation of the world but revealed in the final time for you, 

21 who through him believe in God who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are 

in God. 
 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
32 Lord Jesus, open the Scriptures to us; make our hearts burn while you speak to us. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Responsorial Psalm – Psalms 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 

1 Keep me, O God, for in you I take refuge; 
2 I say to the LORD, “My Lord are you.” 
5 O LORD, my allotted portion and my cup, you it is who hold fast my lot. 

R. Lord, you will show us the path of life. 

or: 

R. Alleluia. 

7 I bless the LORD who counsels me; even in the night my heart exhorts me. 
8 I set the LORD ever before me; with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed. 

R. Lord, you will show us the path of life. 

or: 

R. Alleluia. 

9 Therefore my heart is glad and my soul rejoices, my body, too, abides in confidence; 
10 because you will not abandon my soul to the netherworld, nor will you suffer your faithful one to undergo 

corruption. 

R. Lord, you will show us the path of life. 

or: 

R. Alleluia. 

11 You will show me the path to life, abounding joy in your presence, the delights at your right hand forever. 

 

R. Lord, you will show us the path of life. 

or: 

R. Alleluia. 
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Gospel – Luke 24:13-35 

13 That very day, the first day of the week, two of Jesus’ disciples were going to a village seven miles from 

Jerusalem called Emmaus, 

14 and they were conversing about all the things that had occurred. 

15 And it happened that while they were conversing and debating, Jesus himself drew near and walked with them, 

16 but their eyes were prevented from recognizing him. 

17 He asked them, “What are you discussing as you walk along?” They stopped, looking downcast. 

18 One of them, named Cleopas, said to him in reply, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know 

of the things that have taken place there in these days?” 

19 And he replied to them, “What sort of things?” They said to him, “The things that happened to Jesus the 

Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 

20 how our chief priests and rulers both handed him over to a sentence of death and crucified him. 

21 But we were hoping that he would be the one to redeem Israel; and besides all this, it is now the third day since 

this took place. 

22 Some women from our group, however, have astounded us: they were at the tomb early in the morning 

23 and did not find his body; they came back and reported that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who 

announced that he was alive. 

24 Then some of those with us went to the tomb and found things just as the women had described, but him they 

did not see.” 

25 And he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are! How slow of heart to believe all that the prophets spoke! 

27 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” Then beginning with 

Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them what referred to him in all the Scriptures. 

28 As they approached the village to which they were going, he gave the impression that he was going on farther. 

29 But they urged him, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening and the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay 

with them. 
30 And it happened that, while he was with them at table, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to 

them. 

31 With that their eyes were opened and they recognized him, but he vanished from their sight. 

32 Then they said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he spoke to us on the way and 

opened the Scriptures to us?” 

33 So they set out at once and returned to Jerusalem where they found gathered together the eleven and those with 

them 

34 who were saying, “The Lord has truly been raised and has appeared to Simon!” 

35 Then the two recounted what had taken place on the way and how he was made known to them in the breaking 

of bread. 
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Reflection on the Sunday Gospel  

 

By Father Stephen 

 
 

Today’s gospel is a parable of faith in the Resurrection of Jesus for Luke’s pilgrim 

community and for the Church throughout history.  

 

Two disciples are leaving Jerusalem, talking about their shattered hopes. An unknown 

stranger joins them and asks, “What matters are you discussing?” Words spill out, 

culminating in the poignant words, “Our own hope had been that he would be the one to 

set Israel free.”  

 

Jesus replies: “Was it not ordained that the Christ should suffer and so enter into his 

glory?” Then beginning with Moses and the prophets he interprets to them the passages 

that were about himself. The disciples expected a Messiah who would conquer enemies; 

Jesus was a Messiah who was killed by his enemies and spoke final words not of conquest 

but of prayer to his Father, “Forgive them for they know not what they do.” Jesus conquers 

sin by compassionate love and subdues enemies by reconciliation and forgiveness – this is 

the new Easter story that Jesus tells them. 

 

When we journey through sadness and doubt and in pain and loneliness, we need to 

appreciate that the risen Jesus  walks with us and make us bearers of his power and 

forgiveness. 

https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-Ey0FWHecQlk/WOrQdSMZFbI/AAAAAAAAEEg/eV1JbmuRSowOeKKOC6Ky5JmIPZIViFrawCPcB/s1600/Ivanyi-doubting-thomas-touches-christs-side.jpg
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 May They Rest in Peace  

 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of  

 

Veronica McGoldrick 

Ernest Frederick Gott (Fred)  

Mariette Skates  

Frank Hogan 

 

who have recently died. May their souls Rest in 
Peace.  

 

Please remember to pray for their families at 
this difficult time. 

Parishioners who need our Prayers 
 

Please remember in your prayers all those in 
both parishes who are sick at home or in 
hospital, including: 

 

Catherine Maschke,  

Gerry Smith,  

Joe Lucas,  

John Moroney,  

Ken Davies,  

Madge McGrath,  

David Gorman,  

Norman Corish,  

Carol Ross,  

Jillie Huntingford,  

Imelda Atherton,  

Eileen Millard,  

Pauline Pritchard,  

Deacon Philip White,  

Sara Bull,  

Lil Skinner,  

Margaret C. Hiepko,  

William Kerin 

Please get in touch if there are any alterations. 

 

Mass 
 

Did you know that you can watch Mass over the 
internet on your laptop, tablet or phone?  Simply 
go the website www.churchservices.tv  
You can watch Mass live from parishes all over 
the UK and Ireland.  Alternatively, you can visit our 
Diocesan website to view weekday and Sunday 
Mass live from Shrewsbury cathedral 
www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/about-us/live-
masses 
 
 

Free Catholic Newspapers 
 

During this period, many of your usual Catholic 
newspapers are available to read online, free of 
charge.  Visit www.ChurchPaper.co.uk, The 
website contains over 600 editions of the country-
wide newspapers, including:  
 - Catholic Pic (Archdiocese of Liverpool)  
 - UCM News (Union of Catholic Mothers)  
 - Reach - Catholic Schools Paper  
With many more being added weekly.  They are 
free to download and view on your tablet or 
phone. 
 

 

Daily Prayer 
 

Our Diocesan website has suggestions for daily 
Morning and Evening Prayers, as well as a 
Meditation for the Week and an interesting read 
about the Saint of the Week.  Visit 
www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/ 
 
Also the Cafod website has lovely suggestions for 
prayers.  Visit https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Prayer-
resources 

 
Daily Mass Readings 

 
You can read the Mass readings for the day on 
the website https://catholicreadings.org/ 

http://www.churchservices.tv
http://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/about-us/live-masses
http://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/about-us/live-masses
http://www.churchpaper.co.uk/
http://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/
https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Prayer-resources
https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Prayer-resources
https://catholicreadings.org/
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Christian Aid Week.  May 10th-16th. 
 
The coronavirus prevents us from organising house to house collections or 
holding coffee mornings or having collections in church.  The need is still there 
and we hope you will be able to support the charity this year. 
 
Christian Aid Week 2020 is particularly concerned with the effect of climate 
change on developing countries.  Droughts are now more frequent and more 
intense due to the climate crisis. In Kenya 2.7 million people are facing severe 
food insecurity. 
Christian Aid supports partner groups who are building earth dams so when the 
rains do come the water can be collected and help people survive the droughts.  
£30 would provide a wheel barrow to help a community build a life changing 
dam. 
 
Christian Aid supports partner groups in different countries who face the 
problems of flooding or violent storms which are also caused by climate change. 
 

Coronavirus. 
 
Some of the world’s poorest countries, with the weakest health systems and 
most vulnerable people, will be exposed to this deadly virus.  They will struggle 
to cope with any costs of healthcare, the cost of being unable to earn a living 
while ill or quarantined,  and the cost of rebuilding their lives afterwards.  £30 
could provide a family with hygiene kits and safe water. 
 
To donate to Christian Aid go to the website,  or call 02075232269 to give by 
phone. 
 

Cheques can be sent to Christian Aid, 35 Lower Marsh London SE1 7RL. 
 

Debt Jubilee. 
 
Governments of poor and vulnerable countries ask that their debt repayments 
should be cancelled during the coronavirus crisis.  Please go to the Christian 
Aid website and sign a petition asking the Chancellor Rishi Sunak to broker a 
debt relief deal for the poorest countries. 
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Do you have an item for the 
newsletter? 

 

If you do please send it to Victoria 
Hanlon at 
contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk by 
4pm on a Thursday afternoon. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
A Message from Richard Roberts, the General 

Manager at the Wirral Foodbank. 
  

Wirral Council and community food providers have 
come together to make sure vulnerable residents 
don’t go hungry during the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) 
pandemic.  
  
Feeding Birkenhead, Supporting Wirral, Wirral 
Foodbank and other third sector food providers, are 
coordinating efforts and centralising their bulk food 
collection and distribution operations at a new 
Emergency Food Hub, managed by Wirral Council.   
  
Residents experiencing difficulties in accessing food 
can visit www.wirral.gov.uk/foodhelp to submit their 
details online using a simple form or call the Wirral 
Coronavirus Helpline (0151 666 5050, Monday to 
Friday, 9am to 5pm).  Residents should be 
encouraged or supported to use the online referral 
form wherever possible.  
  
Residents are also encouraged to visit 
www.wirralinfobank.co.uk for details of shopping and 
delivery services provided by community groups in 
their local area.  The Infobank has an easyto-use 
search facility which shows what help is available, 
simply by inserting a postcode.  The Infobank also 
has a list of social supermarkets in Wirral.  
 
Residents requiring financial assistance can continue 
to apply online for www.wirral.gov.uk/benefits-and-
money/local-welfare-assistance  
 
Wirral children who normally get free school meals 
will receive vouchers to cover the cost of food as part 
of a partnership between the Council and local 
schools. For more information on this scheme, go to 
https://wirralview.com/news/meal-vouchers-wirrals-
schoolchildren   
  

PARISHIONER 

OUTREACH  

 THANK YOU! 

A big thank you to all 

our parishioners who 

have responded to the 

request for help with 

those in our Parish who are vulnerable, elderly 

or unable to go out at the moment.  Your 

kindness is really touching.  To date, we 

haven’t heard from anyone that needs help but 

have heard from a number of you, who are 

contacting parishioners you know may be 

vulnerable or elderly.  Great work!  

 

If you do however, 

hear of anyone that 

may need a bit of 

shopping or a phone 

call and are unable to 

help them yourself, do 

get in touch and we 

can organise for someone to help out.  

 
Dog Walking 

 
If you are unable to walk 

your dog because you can’t 

leave your home or are 

anxious to, Parishioner, 

Angela Dordevik is kindly 

offering to walk your dog 

for you.  If you would like to take her up on 

her offer, please contact me Victoria Hanlon 

at the Parish email address, 

contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk and I will 

put you in contact with her. 

 

Thank you Angela, it is heart-warming to 

see the Parish coming together to help each 

other! 

mailto:contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk
http://www.wirral.gov.uk/foodhelp
http://www.wirralinfobank.co.uk
http://www.wirral.gov.uk/benefits-and-money/local-welfare-assistance
http://www.wirral.gov.uk/benefits-and-money/local-welfare-assistance
https://wirralview.com/news/meal-vouchers-wirrals-schoolchildren
https://wirralview.com/news/meal-vouchers-wirrals-schoolchildren
mailto:contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk?subject=Dog%20Walking
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Resources  
We have done as much as possible over the last 
few weeks to maintain all our youth apostolates 
virtually and to provide additional spiritual resources 
and activities for all our young people to engage in 
schools and parishes and at home with their 
families. We have been very pleased to be able to 
launch all 3 of our newly created youth microsites 
live as well so we now have three fully operationally 
microsites that are full of brand new resources. 
Please find the links below: 
 

 Mini Vinnies:  www.svp.org.uk/mini-vinnies  

 Youth SVP:  www.svp.org.uk/youth-svp  

 B-Attitudes:  www.svp.org.uk/b-attitude  
 
and look out for posts relating to these appearing 
on our social media channels too:  
 
 Twitter:   @SVPEnglandWales 
 Facebook:  @SVPEnglandandWales 
 Instagram:  @SVPEnglandWales 
 
 

 
Church Offertory Giving 

 
A number of parishioners have contacted 
Father Stephen to ask how they can give 
their weekly Offertory envelopes or the 

envelopes for the CAFOD collection whilst the 
churches are closed. 
 

Obviously, the safety of everyone concerned is our 
overriding concern and it would not be safe to pass 
these directly from one person to another or to put 
them through the presbytery letterbox. 
 

One way would be to simply retain the envelopes 
until the churches reopen and Mass is once again 
celebrated in public. However, the 2019/2020 
envelopes will soon run out and with the churches 
closed it is neither practical nor safe to distribute the 
2020/2021 boxes of envelopes and we do not yet 
know when this might be allowed. 
 

There is a possible solution to this conundrum which 
you may wish to consider; switching to Standing 
Order payments, either permanently or for the 
duration of this emergency. Many of your fellow 
parishioners already make their donations to the 
Church using this method and they find it very 
convenient. 
 

If you wish to explore this option please ring Bernard 

Larkin on 342-5517 and he can explain what is 

involved. 

Ways to Stay in Touch with  
Parish News 

 
 

Visit the parish website 
www.rcchp.org.uk 

 
 

Sign up for the weekly parish newsletter 
via email 

To join send an email to Victoria Hanlon 
contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk 

 
 
 

Visit the Holy Family Pensby  
Facebook page 

  
 
 
 
 
Do you know of anyone who is isolated and 

does not have access to the internet? 
 

YES? 
 

Please send Victoria Hanlon an email at 
contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk 

 
Please send details of their postal address 

and I will send them a paper copy of the 
weekly newsletter, for them to keep in touch 

with the Parish. 

http://www.svp.org.uk/mini-vinnies
http://www.svp.org.uk/youth-svp
http://www.svp.org.uk/b-attitude
http://www.rcchp.org.uk
mailto:contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk
mailto:contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk
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Children’s Sunday Liturgy Page  
Parents, please feel free to print off this page for your 

children to colour and complete! 


