4th Sunday of Easter

YEAR A

Sunday 3rd May 2020

News from the Parishes of Holy Family, Pensby
and Our Lady & St. John, Heswall
Both Holy Family and Our Lady & St John’s will remain closed until further notice.

 May They Rest in Peace 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of

Frank Hogan
Monica Murphy
Eileen Pritchard
Norman Corish
Maureen Hetherley
Kevin McKeown

Parishioners who need our Prayers
Please remember in your prayers all those in
both parishes who are sick at home or in
hospital, including:
Catherine Maschke,
Gerry Smith,
Joe Lucas,
John Moroney,
Ken Davies,
Madge McGrath,
David Gorman,
Carol Ross,
Jillie Huntingford,
Imelda Atherton,
Eileen Millard,
Pauline Pritchard,
Deacon Philip White,
Sara Bull,
Lil Skinner,
Margaret C. Hiepko,
William Kerin

Please remember to pray for their families at
this difficult time.

NEW THIS WEEK
Father Stephen has been busy trialling out
various technologies to bring us Sunday Mass
from our Parish. From now on you will be able
to watch Sunday Mass and some weekday
ones, said by Father Stephen, on our new
YouTube channel.
It is easy to access.
Simply click on this link
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCyzzNjNscAoxuWubVYv04Lw
Or copy and paste it into your internet browser
search bar.

Please get in touch if there are any alterations.

www.rcchp.org.uk

who have recently died. May their souls Rest in
Peace.

Presbytery 342 6581

You don’t need to sign up to
anything, just select the
Mass you want to view and
press play. Make sure your
volume is on and not muted!
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Sunday Readings for the 4th Sunday of Easter
1st Reading – Acts 2:14A, 36-41
14A

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and proclaimed:

36

“Let the whole house of Israel know for certain that God has made both Lord and Christ, this Jesus
whom you crucified.”
37

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and they asked Peter and the other apostles,
“What are we to do, my brothers?”
38

Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
39

For the promise is made to you and to your children and to all those far off, whomever the Lord our
God will call.”
40

He testified with many other arguments, and was exhorting them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt
generation.”
41

Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand persons were added that day.

Responsorial Psalm – Psalms 23: 1-3a, 3b, 4, 5, 6
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall
want.
or:
R. Alleluia.
1

5

You spread the table before me
in the sight of my foes;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
In verdant pastures he gives me repose;
beside restful waters he leads me;
3A
he refreshes my soul.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall
want.
or:
R. Alleluia.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall
want.
or:
R. Alleluia.

6

2

Only goodness and kindness follow me
all the days of my life;
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
for years to come.

3BC

He guides me in right paths for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk in the dark valley I fear no evil;
for you are at my side.
With your rod and your staff that give me courage.
4

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall
want.
or:
R. Alleluia.
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R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall
want.
or:
R. Alleluia.
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2nd Reading – 1 Peter 2:20B-25
20B

Beloved: If you are patient when you suffer for doing what is good, this is a grace before God.

21

For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example that
you should follow in his footsteps.
22

He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.

23

When he was insulted, he returned no insult; when he suffered, he did not threaten; instead, he handed
himself over to the one who judges justly.
24

He himself bore our sins in his body upon the cross, so that, free from sin, we might live for
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.
25

For you had gone astray like sheep, but you have now returned to the shepherd and guardian of your
souls.
Alleluia – John 10:14
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
14
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
I know my sheep, and mine know me.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Gospel – John 10:1-10
1

Jesus said: “Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever does not enter a sheepfold through the gate but climbs
over elsewhere is a thief and a robber.
2

But whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.

3

The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his voice, as the shepherd calls his own sheep by
name and leads them out.
4

When he has driven out all his own, he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, because they
recognize his voice.
5

But they will not follow a stranger; they will run away from him, because they do not recognize the
voice of strangers.”
6

Although Jesus used this figure of speech, the Pharisees did not realize what he was trying to tell them.

7

So Jesus said again, “Amen, amen, I say to you, I am the gate for the sheep.

8

All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them.

9

I am the gate. Whoever enters through me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture.

10

A thief comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy; I came so that they might have life and have it
more abundantly.”
www.rcchp.org.uk
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Reflection on the Sunday Gospel
By Father Stephen
On this Good Shepherd Sunday the three
year cycle of liturgical readings uses
excerpts from John 10. Cutting this chapter
into segments makes it more difficult to
understand John’s theology because you
really have to read John 10:1-18 and today
we only have John 10:1-10. Today’s Gospel is an appetizer before the main course. Jesus tells an
initial parable which is a warning against thieves and robbers who do not enter the sheepfold through
the gate, in contrast to the shepherd who enters through the gate, calls his own sheep by name and
walks ahead of them, for they recognise his voice.
John refashions the traditions about Jesus found in the other gospels is by making Jesus himself the
subject of images in parables In Matthew and Luke Jesus tells of a shepherd who looks for a lost
sheep, in John Jesus is the good shepherd who will lay down his life for the lost. In Matthew, Mark
and Luke Jesus tells parables about vineyards where God is the owner, while in John, Jesus himself is
the vine and the disciples are the branches.
Jesus is the shepherd who will lay down his life for his flock.

Letter to the Faithful May 2020
His Holiness
Pope Francis has
written a letter to
the Faithful for
the month of May
2020.
Click here to read his letter.

Message to Parishioners
of the Diocese
from Bishop Mark

PARISHIONER OUTREACH

Do you know of anyone that may need a
bit of shopping or a phone call and you
are unable to help them yourself?
Do get in touch, as we have a group of
parishioners who are willing to lend a hand.
Please contact Victoria Hanlon at
contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk or telephone
Father Stephen at the presbytery and we can
organise for someone to help out.
Things we can help with:
Phone call for a chat
Picking up shopping

Click here to view Bishop
Mark’s message

www.rcchp.org.uk

Picking up a presription
Walking a dog
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A Message from Richard Roberts, the General
Manager at the Wirral Foodbank.
Wirral Council and community food providers have
come together to make sure vulnerable residents
don’t go hungry during the COVID-19 (Coronavirus)
pandemic.
Mass
Did you know that you can watch Mass over the
internet on your laptop, tablet or phone? Simply
go the website www.churchservices.tv
You can watch Mass live from parishes all over
the UK and Ireland. Alternatively, you can visit our
Diocesan website to view weekday and Sunday
Mass live from Shrewsbury cathedral
www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/about-us/livemasses
Free Catholic Newspapers
During this period, many of your usual Catholic
newspapers are available to read online, free of
charge. Visit www.ChurchPaper.co.uk, The
website contains over 600 editions of the countrywide newspapers, including:
- Catholic Pic (Archdiocese of Liverpool)
- UCM News (Union of Catholic Mothers)
- Reach - Catholic Schools Paper
With many more being added weekly. They are
free to download and view on your tablet or
phone.
Daily Prayer
Our Diocesan website has suggestions for daily
Morning and Evening Prayers, as well as a
Meditation for the Week and an interesting read
about the Saint of the Week. Visit
www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/
Also the Cafod website has lovely suggestions for
prayers. Visit https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Prayerresources
Daily Mass Readings
You can read the Mass readings for the day on
the website https://catholicreadings.org/

www.rcchp.org.uk
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Feeding Birkenhead, Supporting Wirral, Wirral
Foodbank and other third sector food providers, are
coordinating efforts and centralising their bulk food
collection and distribution operations at a new
Emergency Food Hub, managed by Wirral Council.
Residents experiencing difficulties in accessing food
can visit www.wirral.gov.uk/foodhelp to submit their
details online using a simple form or call the Wirral
Coronavirus Helpline (0151 666 5050, Monday to
Friday, 9am to 5pm). Residents should be
encouraged or supported to use the online referral
form wherever possible.
Residents are also encouraged to visit
www.wirralinfobank.co.uk for details of shopping and
delivery services provided by community groups in
their local area. The Infobank has an easyto-use
search facility which shows what help is available,
simply by inserting a postcode. The Infobank also
has a list of social supermarkets in Wirral.
Residents requiring financial assistance can continue
to apply online for www.wirral.gov.uk/benefits-andmoney/local-welfare-assistance
Wirral children who normally get free school meals
will receive vouchers to cover the cost of food as part
of a partnership between the Council and local
schools. For more information on this scheme, go to
https://wirralview.com/news/meal-vouchers-wirralsschoolchildren

Do you have an item for the
newsletter?
If you do please send it to Victoria
Hanlon at
contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk by
4pm on a Thursday afternoon.
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Christian Aid Week. May 10th-16th.
The coronavirus prevents us from organising house to house collections or holding
coffee mornings or having collections in church. The need is still there and we hope
you will be able to support the charity this year.
Christian Aid Week 2020 is particularly concerned with the effect of climate change on
developing countries. Droughts are now more frequent and more intense due to the
climate crisis. In Kenya 2.7 million people are facing severe food insecurity.
Christian Aid supports partner groups who are building earth dams so when the rains do
come the water can be collected and help people survive the droughts. £30 would
provide a wheel barrow to help a community build a life changing dam.
Christian Aid supports partner groups in different countries who face the problems of
flooding or violent storms which are also caused by climate change.
Coronavirus.
Some of the world’s poorest countries, with the weakest health systems and most
vulnerable people, will be exposed to this deadly virus. They will struggle to cope with
any costs of healthcare, the cost of being unable to earn a living while ill or quarantined,
and the cost of rebuilding their lives afterwards. £30 could provide a family with
hygiene kits and safe water.
To donate to Christian Aid go to the website, or call 02075232269 to give by phone.
Cheques can be sent to Christian Aid, 35 Lower Marsh London SE1 7RL.
Debt Jubilee.
Governments of poor and vulnerable countries ask that their debt repayments should be
cancelled during the coronavirus crisis. Please go to the Christian Aid website and sign
a petition asking the Chancellor Rishi Sunak to broker a debt relief deal for the poorest
countries.
Alan Vernon. Heswall Christian Aid Committee.

www.rcchp.org.uk
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Ways to Stay in Touch with
Parish News
Visit the parish website
www.rcchp.org.uk
Sign up for the weekly parish newsletter
via email
To join send an email to Victoria Hanlon
contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk

* NEW * Online giving to the Parish *
For those Parishioners who normally give in the
collection at Mass and wish to help the Parish at
this time, an online donation page, to allow you to
donate to the Parish, has been added to the Parish
website. There is a new Online Donation button on
the home page of our website. By clicking on it, it
will take you to the Online Donation website run by
InvestMyCommunity.

Visit the Holy Family Pensby
Facebook page
Watch Masses said by Father
Stephen on our NEW YouTube
channel - Our Lady and St
John Heswall
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCyzzNjNscAoxuWubVYv04Lw
GREAT NEWS FROM CARMEL
Last December Mother Bernadette from the
Carmelite Moneastery in Birkenhead made an
appeal for donations to help with urgent repairs
to the Monastery. They had a target of
£100,000 and it is with great pleasure to say
that they have now reached their target of
£100,000 and wished to thank all those who
have helped with this appeal.

Do you know of anyone who
is isolated and does not have
access to the internet?

Please be aware that a minimum donation of £5 is
requested if giving in this way.
You can also Gift Aid your donation to help the
Parish further.
If you want to Gift Aid your donation, please tick
the box shown on the screen even if you have
previously completed a Gift Aid Declaration form in
favour of the Parish for regular giving made by
Offertory Envelope or Standing Order.
Things to note:


You will need to use a password each time
they donate – this is created the first time
that they make a donation.



All donations made by Parishioners are
acknowledged by an email from
InvestMyCommunity.



Please also be aware that donations appear
on the bank/credit card statements of the
donor with the narrative “Invest My School”.



The current link is for Our Lady and St John
and the link for Holy Family is coming soon.

YES?
Please send Victoria Hanlon an email at
contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk

Please send details of their postal address
and I will send them a paper copy of the
weekly newsletter, for them to keep in
touch with the Parish.
www.rcchp.org.uk

Presbytery 342 6581

Any questions please do not hesitate to get in
contact with Bernard Larkin 342 5517.

Thank you for your continued support

Shrewsbury Diocese is a Registered Charity no. 234025

4th Sunday of Easter

YEAR A

Sunday 3rd May 2020

Children’s Sunday Liturgy Page
Parents, please feel free to print off this page for your
children to colour and complete!
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