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News from the Parishes of Holy Family, 
Pensby and Our Lady & St. John, Heswall 

 

Parishioners who need our Prayers 

 

Please remember in your prayers all those in 

both parishes who are sick at home or in 

hospital, including: 

Catherine Maschke,  

Gerry Smith,  

Joe Lucas,  

John Moroney,  

Ken Davies,  

Madge McGrath,  

David Gorman,  

Carol Ross,  

Jillie Huntingford,  

Imelda Atherton,  

Eileen Millard,  

Pauline Pritchard,  

Deacon Philip White,  

Sara Bull,  

Lil Skinner,  

William Kerin, 

David Johnston, 

Phil Shaw, 

Eileen Roberts, 

Irene Fitzpatrick, 

Frances Ford, 

Maureen Jones, 

Paul Baker, 

Moira Griffiths-Parr, 

Andrew Whittingham-Jones, 

John McNulty, 

Susan McNulty 

Please get in touch if there are any alterations. 

 

Mass Times 
 

 

Mondays   9:30 am  @  OLSJ Church  

Tuesdays  8:30 am on YouTube 

Wednesdays 9:30 am @ Holy Family 

Thursdays 9:30 am @ OLSJ  

Fridays  8:30 am on YouTube 

Saturdays 12 noon  @ Holy Family 

Sunday  9:30 am @ Holy Family 

Sunday  11:15 am @  OLSJ  

 

 

Please remember to check the schedule each 
week for any changes. 

 

 

When coming to Mass remember to….. 
 
Use hand sanitiser on your way in 
and on your way out of church. 
 
Wear a mask or face covering that 
covers both your mouth and nose, 
when entering church and during the 
duration your time inside the church. 

 

Ensure that you stay a safe distance 
away from people who aren’t from 
your household at all times when in 
church. 

 

 

 May They Rest in Peace  
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of  

Brian Cantillon, Valerie Bennett & Marie 

Bell 

who have recently died. May their souls rest in 

peace. Please remember to pray for their families 

at this difficult time. 
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Mass Intentions for the Week Commencing Sunday 13th December 2020 

Sun 
13th December  

3rd Sunday of Advent 
(Psalter Week III)    

9:30 am Holy Family Mass - Joan Heneghan Birthday  

11:15 am OLSJ Mass - Thomas Bernard McGurk Anniversary 

St John of the Cross 

9:30 am OLSJ Mass - Maureen Birch & Raymond Coonan R.I.P. 
Mon 
14th December 

12 noon OLSJ Funeral Mass for Marie Bell 

Tues 
15th December 

Ferial 8:30 am YouTube Mass - John Hesketh Birthday 

Wed 
16th December Ferial 9:30 am Holy Family Mass - Michael McDonagh R.I.P. 

Thurs 
17th December  

Ferial 9:30 am OLSJ Mass - Janine & Fred Overton 

Fri 
18th December  Ferial 11:30 am Holy Family Mass -  Marie Bell R.I.P. 

Sat 
19th December 

Ferial 12 noon Holy Family Emma Armand & Gerald Murphy Nuptial Mass 

Sun 
20th December  

4th Sunday of Advent 
(Psalter Week IV)    

9:30 am Holy Family Mass - Eileen Davies Anniversary 

11:15 am OLSJ Mass - Mary Brownrigg Birthday Rememberance 

5:30 pm OLSJ Carol Service 

 

Reflection on the Sunday Gospel   

By Father Stephen 
 

Today is Gaudete ‘Rejoice’ Sunday, expressing joy over the approaching messianic age, crystalised by Paul’s advice to 

the Thessalonians: “Be happy at all times, pray constantly; and for all things give thanks to God.” In the first reading 

from Isaiah a messianic (anointed) figure announces glad tidings that touch all aspects of life: good news to the poor, 

healing and liberation, a year of favour and a harvest of integrity and praise. The responsorial psalm is from Mary’s 

Magnificat, with its refrain of joy over the marvellous things God has done for and through her. 

 

The gospel brings John the Baptist who is a witness to speak for the light. Since Jesus’ whole life, in the Gospel of John, 

is a trial by his own people who did not accept him and by a hostile world, witness takes on the legal nuance of truthful 

and courageous testimony about Jesus. Other witnesses are Jesus himself, the works of Jesus and the Father, the woman 

at the well, the Advocate or Paraclete and the disciples. 

 

The gospel message involves a call to be in a right relationship with God and neighbour. Mary proclaims a God who 

pulls down the proud of heart, and raises the lowly, fills the starving with good things and sends the rich away empty.  
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A message from Wirral 

Charity Post 2020 
 

We have rested our normal 

surface mail operation for 

2020 to ensure that we can 

safeguard our Scouts, 

Guides, Parents, Leaders and Supporters. With 

your help, it can return when conditions permit. 
 

This year we are excited to launch our new eCard 

venture which enables you to send electronic cards 

to your friends and family, both locally, but now for 

the first time since 1982, around the world! There is 

a selection of over 80 designs on our website and 

they will be delivered by email. 
 

This year, the eCard scheme will be free but, to 

help keep the scheme running, we are asking for 

donations either online or by text (see website for 

details). With your help and support, Scouts and 

Guides within Wirral will continue gaining Skills For 

Life for the next generation of young people. The 

more you can donate, the more young people we 

can support. 

www.wirralcharitypost.org 

Christmas Mass Times 2020 

Thursday 24
th
 December 

6pm Christmas Vigil Mass - Our Lady & St. John 

Midnight Mass - Our Lady & St. John 

Friday 25
th
 December 

9:30am The Nativity of the Lord - Holy Family 

11:15am The Nativity of the Lord - Our Lady & St. John 

Christmas Masses are always busy at the best of 

times, but this year with the COVID-19 restrictions 

in place, we are unfortunately only able to safely 

accommodate a small number of parishioners at 

Mass in both our parish churches.  Places will be 

given on a first-come first-served basis.  The 

churches will be open half an hour before Mass 

starts. 

If you are unable to attend any of the Masses over 

Christmas, they will be all live-streamed on our 

YouTube channel, to watch from home.   

We apologise in advance if we have to turn you 

away from either of our churches, if we are full, 

but the safety of our parishioners is paramount. 

We hope you understand.  

Celebrating Christmas safely will help end this 

pandemic as quickly as possible. 

Christmas Carol Service 

Sunday 20th December at 5:30pm 

 at Our Lady & St. John 

Come and celebrate the last week of Advent 

with a short service of live readings and 

carols recorded by the parish choir. Places 

will be available on a first-come first-served 

basis.  

The service will also be live streamed and as 

with our Masses, will be able to be viewed 

from our YouTube channel. 

If you are attending the service in church, a 

mask must be worn at all times during the 

service and you are asked not to join in 

with the singing. 

 

Weekday Mass Times Reminder 

 

Please remember to check the weekday Mass 

schedule, as Mass may be cancelled due to 

funerals or weddings taking place.   

 

This forthcoming week, there is no Mass at 

noon on Saturday, at Holy Family as there is a 

wedding taking place. 

https://www.wirralcharitypost.org/
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Live-Streamed Masses on 
YouTube  

 
Remember if you are unable to get to Mass, all 
Masses including all our Christmas Carol 
Service and all our Christmas Masses will be 
live-streamed via our YouTube channel.   
 
The link to our YouTube channel is  
h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / c h a n n e l /
UCyzzNjNscAoxuWubVYv04Lw 

 
SEAFARERS CHRISTMAS 

COLLECTION 
 

This is our annual collection of items for our 
Seafarers which will be distributed to crew 
members who will dock in Liverpool during the 
Christmas period. Here is a list of items which 
would be appreciated for our Seafarers: 
 

 Chocolate, & Sweets e.g. Toblerone or 

Chocolate Orange 

 Shower Gel (Men & Women) 

 Shampoo (shop own brand is fine) 

 Dove Soap 

 Deodorant (Men & Women)  - Roll On Only 

 Toothpaste 

 Toothbrush (single  not multi packs please) 

 Woolly hats, Scarves & Gloves & Socks 

 Playing Cards and Dice 

 Pocket games (Chess, dominoes 

backgammon etc)  

 Mini Jigsaws 

 
Any of the above can be delivered to Joan 

Larkin at 14 Speedwell Drive, Barnston   
 

There will be a box in the Porch for your donations.  
Last day for donations is Tuesday 15th 

December.  If you need any further information or 
need something to be collected, please contact 

Joan on 0151 342 5517.  Thank you. 

 

Wirral Ark Christmas Cards -  Thank You! 
 

Congratulations to all our parishioners who bought 

these cards. We have now sold our full allocation 

and have been able to send the proceeds which, 

together with some donations, amount to £158. 

 

At this time of the year,  particularly with the Covid 

problem, these funds are very much needed by this 

local charity which helps the homeless. 

 

OLSJ Piety Stall 

Do come and have a look at the lovely 

selection of Christmas cards, advent 

calendars, diaries, candles and other 

gifts for sale at the back of Church. All items 

individually priced.   

Please put money for any Piety Stall items, in the 

wall box by the defibrillator. 

 

First Forgiveness & 

First Holy Communion 2021 

 
If you have a child who will be 8 years old in this 

Academic Year, he or she will be eligible 

to celebrate these important sacraments in 

2021. Children in Year 3 at our parish school, 

Ladymount will follow a programme of 

preparation there. For children who are in other 

schools there will be a Parish Programme of 

Preparation taking place with the catechists 

from Our Lady and St John.  

 

If you wish your child to take part in the parish 

programme, please contact Father Stephen on 

342 6581 or 

email father.stephen@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk. 

 

There will be more details to follow, on how the 

programme is going to work this year, both for the 

children who began their preparation last year, 

and those who would like to join the programme 

this year. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyzzNjNscAoxuWubVYv04Lw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyzzNjNscAoxuWubVYv04Lw
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Do you have 

an item for 

the 

newsletter? 
 
 

If you do please send it to Victoria 

Hanlon at 

contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk by 

4pm on a Thursday afternoon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This certificate was sent to the Parish from the FoodBank 

in acknoeldegement for all the food donated that you have 

donated throughout the year and especially during 

November.  They are very grateful for all the donations 

and your continued support. 

 

Wirral Hospice St John’s, Christmas Tree 

Collection and Recycling Scheme 

 

Wirral Hospice St John’s on the Fundraising Team 

are running their Christmas Tree Collection and 

Recycling Scheme again this year in order to raise 

vital funds for the Hospice and helping towards our 

£4 million pounds running costs.  

 

The collections are taking place between 15th and 

19
th
 January 2021 and they are suggesting a 

donation per tree of £7 under 5 foot, £8 under 6 

foot, £10 under 7 foot and £15 over 7 foot, but we 

would greatly appreciate it if people could give 

generously.  

 

People who would like to support this would need to 

register on their website www.wirralhospice.org/

treecollection  or www.just-helping.org.uk/register-

tree   

 

PARISHIONER CARER VACANCY 

 

The Burchell Family are looking for a 

career to come and look after their father, 

parishioner, Charles Burchell. 

 

Since February, Charles' health and 

dementia have slowly deteriorated.  He's 

still living at home, but they would like to 

have a live-in carer to ensure that there is 

always someone there with him and to do 

the cooking, cleaning and helping Charles 

with his personal care. 

 

They would like a carer to stay 

there about 4 nights a week (they have 

cover for the other three). The person 

does not need to have qualifications, but 

personal or professional experience in 

dealing with elderly care or dementia 

would be an advantage.   

 

If you would like to know any further 

information about this employment please 

contact Charles’ son, Brendan on 07760 

178200 or bb101@cam.ac.uk   

mailto:contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomms.eschools.co.uk%2Fl%2FBrGT5b7ize9LXbbXPGG9uA%2F3TFbR3N8IJ1Pqb892iSsR0Fw%2FsBNjBsBAtf8929jNOlCWdmcQ&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cbb5435c090844da669e708d88ca245e7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomms.eschools.co.uk%2Fl%2FBrGT5b7ize9LXbbXPGG9uA%2F3TFbR3N8IJ1Pqb892iSsR0Fw%2FsBNjBsBAtf8929jNOlCWdmcQ&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cbb5435c090844da669e708d88ca245e7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomms.eschools.co.uk%2Fl%2FBrGT5b7ize9LXbbXPGG9uA%2Fe9xk5IW4AG2AQK0Vbnierg%2FsBNjBsBAtf8929jNOlCWdmcQ&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cbb5435c090844da669e708d88ca245e7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomms.eschools.co.uk%2Fl%2FBrGT5b7ize9LXbbXPGG9uA%2Fe9xk5IW4AG2AQK0Vbnierg%2FsBNjBsBAtf8929jNOlCWdmcQ&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cbb5435c090844da669e708d88ca245e7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7
mailto:bb101@cam.ac.uk?subject=Charles%20Burchell%20Carer
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Children’s Liturgy Videos for Advent 

Our Children’s Liturgy Catechists will be doing a new video each week of Advent for our Parish 

children (and grown ups!) to watch and enjoy.  To watch it, go to our YouTube channel or click on 

this link  
 

Children’s Liturgy YouTube Video 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyzzNjNscAoxuWubVYv04Lw/videos
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Visit the parish  
 

Website 
 

at 
 

www.rcchp.org.uk 

 

Ways to 

Stay in 

Touch with  

Parish News 
 

 
Sign up for the  
weekly parish  

newsletter via email 
To join send an email to 

Victoria Hanlon 
contact@ourladyand 

stjohn.org.uk 

 
Visit the  

 

Holy Family Pensby  
 

Facebook page 

Do you know  
anyone that doesn’t  

have access to the 
internet?   

A paper copy of the 
weekly newsletter can be 
sent to them in the post.  
Just drop a line to the  

Parish Secretary. 

 
Have your contact 
details changed 

recently? 
If they have, 
please let the 

Parish Secretary 
know. 

contact@ourladyand
stjohn.org.uk 

Watch Masses said  
by Father Stephen  

on our YouTube  
channel Our Lady and St 

John Heswall 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCyzzNjNscAoxuWubVYv04Lw 

 

http://www.rcchp.org.uk
mailto:contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk
mailto:contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk
mailto:contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk
mailto:contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyzzNjNscAoxuWubVYv04Lw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyzzNjNscAoxuWubVYv04Lw

