1st Sunday of Advent

YEAR C

Sunday 28th November 2021

News from the Parishes of Holy Family,
Pensby and Our Lady & St. John, Heswall
 May They Rest in Peace 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of

Marie Hegarty, Christina Bryenton &
Frederick Young
who have recently died. May their souls rest in
peace. Please remember to pray for their families
at this difficult time.

Parishioners who need our Prayers
Please remember in your prayers all those in
both parishes who are sick at home or in
hospital, including:
Catherine Maschke,
Gerry Smith,
Joe Lucas,
John Moroney,
Ken Davies,

Baptism Congratulations
We warmly welcome Florence
Rose Barnett to our Parish who
was baptised at Our Lady & St John last
Sunday, 21st November.

Madge McGrath,
David Gorman,
Carol Ross,
Imelda Atherton,
Pauline Pritchard,
Sara Bull,
William Kerin,

Coronavirus Update -

David Johnston,

Latest Wirral Figures

Phil Shaw,
Eileen Roberts,

Week ending

Rate per
100,000

Current
cases/week

25th November
18th November
11th November
4th November
27th October
20th October
13th October
6th October
29th September

388
331
347
374
382
420
369
256
310

1261
1074
1124
1212
1238
1363
1196
830
1005

22nd September

254

824

John Gibbings,

16th September

322

1043

9th September

336

1088

Peter Ryan,

3 September

298

967

27 August

300

975

20 August

296

962

13 August

293

951

6 August

273

888
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Irene Fitzpatrick,
Frances Ford,
Maureen Jones,
Moira Griffiths-Parr,
John McNulty,
Samantha Stevens,
John Charles Smith,
Father Paul O’Grady,

Bernard Davies,
Anne Crowden
Please get in touch if you would like to add or
remove someone from the list.
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Masses for the Week Commencing Sunday 21st November 2021
Advent Week 1
(Psalter Week I)

Sun

28th November

9:30 am

Holy Family

Mass - Ruth Brent R.I.P. Lately Dead

11:15 am

OLSJ

Mass - Maureen Birch & Deceased of the
Birch Family

Mon

Ferial

9:00 am

OLSJ

Mass - November List of Holy Souls

Tues

St Andrew

9:00 am

OLSJ

Mass - Marie Hegarty R.I.P.

Wed

Ferial

Thurs

Ferial

7:00 pm

OLSJ

Fri

St Francis Xavier

9:00 am

Holy Family

Mass - Holy Souls

Sat

St John Damascus

12 noon

Holy Family

Mass - Fred & Janine Overton R.I.P.

9:30 am

Holy Family

Mass - John Pritchard R.I.P.

11:15 am

OLSJ

29th November
30th November
1st December

2nd December
3rd December
4th December

Sun

5th December

Holy Family

Advent Week 2
(Psalter Week II)

No Mass
Mass - Mary Brownrigg Birthday
Remembrance

Mass - Parishioners

Lives of the Saints of the Week 
St Andrew
Apostle
Born at
Bethsaida
(Galilee),
Andrew was
a fisherman
and perhaps a disciple of John
the Baptist. He introduced his
brother, Simon Peter, to Jesus
and became one of the first to
follow Christ. He is mentioned
a number of times in the
gospels for example, in
introducing some Gentiles to
Jesus (John 12:20). Widely
venerated as one of the twelve
who bore witness to the life,
death and resurrection of
Jesus.
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St Francis
Xavier

St John of
Damascus

Priest,
Religious,
Missionary
(1506 - 1552)

Priest, Religious,
Doctor of the
Church
(675 - 749)

Born in Navarre (Spain), Francis
died ff the coast of China. While
studying in Paris, he met Sant
Ignatius of Loyola, became one
of the first Jesuits and went to
Goa (India) as a missionary.
From there he travelled
extensively through Asia to
Japan, winning many converts
and leaving behind organised
Christian communities. He is
remembered for the witness of
his poverty and for his tireless
efforts as a foreign missionary.

John was born
in Damascus (Syria) and died near
Jerusalem. A Christian office in a
Moslem government, he became a
monk and later a priest at Mar Saba
monastery near Jerusalem, where
he was renowned as a theologian
and biblical commentator. He is
remembered for his vigorous
defence of the veneration of images
against the iconoclasts, for his
theological writings synthesizing the
thought of the Greek Fathers and
for his poetry and hymnody.
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Reflection on the Sunday Gospel
By Father Stephen
As the new liturgical year begins, the First Sunday of Advent reminds us that our lives are
caught up in a cosmic drama and that history will end with the return of Christ and the
redemption of humanity.
St Luke urges that we live not only by looking back to what Christ has done for us, but also by looking forward
to the future. Despite the emphasis throughout his Gospel on the joyful benefits of God made known in Jesus,
in this apocalyptic section Luke’s Jesus is more concerned about negative behaviour: debauchery,
drunkenness, concern for the anxieties of daily life. Jesus here virtually paraphrases the Lord’s Prayer in
asking for God’s protection in the time of trial: “Stay awake, praying at all times for the strength to survive all
that is going to happen, and to stand with confidence before the Son of Man.”
During this Advent take time to express in prayer your deepest hopes about the ways in which Christ may
come into your life. Look at the stars and think of the magnitude and mystery of God’s creative love. Pray over
how you may strengthen the hearts of loved ones during this beautiful season.

SEAFARERS CHRISTMAS
COLLECTION
This is our annual collection of items
for our Seafarers which will be
distributed to crew members who will
dock in Liverpool during the Christmas period. Here
is a list of items which would be appreciated for our
Seafarers:












Chocolate, Sweets, Toblerone
Shower Gel (Men & Women)
Deodorant (Men & Women) - Roll On
Deodorants Only
Toothpaste
Toothbrush
Woolly hats, Scarves & Gloves
Socks
Playing Cards and Dice
Pocket games (Chess, dominoes
backgammon etc)
Mini Jigsaws

Any of the above can be put into the box in the
Church Porch at OLSJ or deliver to Joan Larkin
at 14 Speedwell Drive, Barnston CH60 2SZ .
Last day for donations is Tuesday 7th December.
If you need any further information please contact
Joan on 0151 342 5517. Thank you
Stella Maris is the charity formerly know as The
Apolostleship of the Sea.
www.rcchp.org.uk
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Thank You From CAFOD
Cafod have written to say
‘Thank you for being there for our global family.
Through your gifts [£362],solidarity and prayer, our
hope for the world burns brighter. As the climate
crisis makes life harder for the most vulnerable
people all around the world, we pray that our
brothers and sisters can adapt, survive and thrive.’

Have you heard the Good News?
Mary’s Meals seeks to bring joy to
those who are marginalised; those who
feel like they have been overlooked
and forgotten. From November to
January, every gift given to Mary’s Meals will
doubled by a group of generous supporters, up to
£1.6m. Your kindness will help us serve life-changing
school meals and will bring joy to more than two
million children around the word – including those
affected by natural disasters, conflict and the
ongoing Covid pandemic. There are many ways to
donate, including choosing Mary’s Meals gift cards
as a meaningful gift this Christmas. For more
information, please visit www.marysmeals.org.uk/
doublethelove Thank you.
Shrewsbury Diocese is a Registered Charity no. 234025

1st Sunday of Advent

YEAR C

Sunday 28th November 2021

Deceased Parishioners of the Parish of
Holy Family & Our Lady and St. John 2021
Joan Wilson

Stephen Knuckey

John Gray

Agnes ‘Nessie’ Handley

Peter Furr

Molly Burke

Phyllis Brownrigg

Jan Powell

Brian Cantillon

Alice Devereux

Valerie Bennett

Andrew Whittingham-Jones

Marie Bell

Tony Reilly

John Flack

Tadgh Eis Casey

Paul Usher

Eileen Walpole

David Platt

Peter Duggan

Bob Elliott

Immacolata Brown

Tony Dunford

Stella Leighton

Brenda Evans

Eileen Millard

Rose Ann Whelan

David Holgate

Ted Wilson

Charles Burchell

Bill Beaumont

Jessica Swanwick

Susan McNulty

Olive Edwards

May Rowbottom

Carol Ann Welsh

Maria Kynaston

Pauline Chapman

Rodger Hemington

Christopher Hodgson

Tony Newby

Pauline Hewitt

Mary Lewis

Margaret Tinsley

Claudia Marsh

Jane Hynes

Michael Maddox

Frederick Young

Winifred Kieron

Christina Bryenton

www.rcchp.org.uk
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A Big THANK YOU from the Heswall
Disabled Children's Holiday Fund Charity
On behalf of HDCHF I would like to thank
everybody who supported us on Saturday 13th
November 2021 when we held a Coffee
Morning.
On the day we made at total of £521.54. We
also sold our Christmas Cards, Raffle tickets
and received donations.
Without your support we woild not be able to
help children and their families each year
when we offer a holiday during the month of
August.
Joan Larkin

* * * THANK YOU * * *
Missio Red Boxes
The recent collection in Holy Family raised an
amount of £350. Many thanks to all who
contributed.
Caritas
The recent collection in Holy Family raised an
amount of £150. Many thanks to all who
contributed.

Ask your MP to support these abortion
amendments
The charity Right To Life is asking people to contact
their MP asking them to support proposed law
changes to ban sex-selective abortion, reduce the
abortion time limit and stop the abortion of babies
with disabilities right up to birth. Please help. It only
takes 30 seconds to fill out the form by clicking on
this link: https://righttolife.org.uk/takeactionabortion
www.rcchp.org.uk
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The Bishop invites you to join him in prayer in
Holy Hour at the Cathedral
Wednesday 1st December at 5pm
Bishop Mark will be leading us in prayer at the
Cathedral for Holy Hour on Wednesday
1st December at 5pm. Once again this year, we
will be praying for all those across society that
have been effected by abuse. In our busy lives
running up until Christmas, this Holy Hour
provides us all with an opportunity to reflect and
pray for the strength of God to aid those around
us within our parishes and communities who may
be facing challenges. We are evidently not clear
of the pandemic yet and the journey has
presented challenges for many in their daily lives.
For those impacted by abuse that present
themselves for help and those that still remain
unseen, please remember them in your prayers.
If you are unable to join us in person, the Holy
Hour will be live streamed via the Shrewsbury
Cathedral Church Services link: https://
www.churchservices.tv/shrewsburycathedral .

NEW IN! - Mass Intention Envelopes
We are happy to announce that we now have
dedicated Mass Intention envelopes at the
back of both our parish churches.
This will hopefully simplify the process for
anyone wishing to request a Mass to be offered
for their private intention. Simply fill out the
information on the envelope, include your
offering and either hand it to Father, Deacon
Jeff, one of the stewards, or put it in the
offertory buckets in church on your way out.
If you are a UK
taxpayer, please don’t
forget to fill out the Gift
Aid form at the back,
so that the parish can
claim the tax back!
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Monthly Assam Collection Totals

Heswall Disabled Children Holiday
Fund Christmas Raffle
I am Joan Larkin, a parishioner at OLSJ
and one of the Committee members at
HDCHF and I hope you can help.
The great news in 2021 is that we were
fortunate enough to be able to hold
residential camps; one at Barnstondale,
our usual venue, and another at Barton
Camp in the South West. With all that
has been going on this was no small feat
but, more importantly, I can’t imagine a
time when our work has been of greater
importance to the children and the
families we support.

The next Assam collection will take place at Holy
Family church NEXT Sunday 5th December 2021.
Thank you for your continued support.

A Catholic Chaplain in Strangeways
Holy Family Justice and Peace Group invite you listen
to a talk given by Joanne Hornby, who is the Catholic
Chaplain in Strangeways prison.

To raise further vital funds, we are
again holding a Christmas Raffle
which will drawn on Saturday 18th
December 2021. Tickets are £1 each
or £5 for a book of five.
The prizes are:
1st £200
2nd £100
3rd £50
and other prizes.
If you would like to purchase a ticket(s)
or help sell some, please contact me,
Joan Larkin, by telephone on
07542213158 or via
email raffle@heswallcamp.org.uk.
Each ticket purchased will raise
valuable funds for the charity and will
be very much appreciated.

www.rcchp.org.uk
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HM Prison Manchester is a high-security men's
prison known as Strangeways, a former official name
derived from the area in which it is located, until it
was rebuilt following a major riot in 1990.
It is a local prison, holding prisoners remanded into
custody from courts in the Manchester area
and Category A prisoners (those whose escape
would be highly dangerous). Its population is 750.

“I was in prison, and you visited me.”
Speaker Joanne Hornby will brief you on her work as
a Catholic Chaplain in this daunting and challenging
place. She will tell you about Covid and lockdown in a
world which most of us only glimpse on television.
The talk will take place via Zoom on Tuesday
30 th November at 7.30 to 8.15 pm. If you are
interested and would like to sign up for the talk,
please email Keith Taylor SKeithTayl2@outlook.com
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First Forgiveness &
First Holy
Communion 2022
If you have a child
who is in Year 3 or
above, he or she will
be eligible to
celebrate these important sacraments in 2022.
Children in Year 3 at Ladymount will follow a
programme of preparation there. For children who
are in other schools, there will be a parish
programme of preparation taking place in the
parish room at Our Lady and St John. If you wish
your child to take part in the parish programme,
please contact Father Stephen on 342 6581 or
email father.stephen@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk

Ark Christmas Cards
For the next few weeks these beautiful cards, in
support of a local charity, will be available after
Sunday Mass at Holy Family church.
Wirral Ark helps the homeless and they are
celebrating their 30th anniversary this year. Over this
time, they have provided shelter for over 5,000
homeless in our area and are well worthy of our
support.
For those who are unable to get to mass, we can
arrange delivery. To do so, please contact either Ann
Grandy at 342-5901 or Fred Taylor at 342-5922.

Christmas Mass Dates and Times
This year, although the Covid rules have relaxed somewhat, we are mindful that
Covid is still present and numbers are not decreasing. As such, this year,
Father Stephen has decided that it would be prudent to have a booking system
in place for all the Christmas Masses. As capacity at both churches is limited and to avoid
disappointment and turn people away, we are asking all our parishioners to book a seat in advance for
one of our Christmas Masses.
If you wish to reserve a place at one of the Christmas Masses, please complete and return a Christmas
Mass reservation form (available at the back of both parish churches). The form will ask how many
people the reservation is for and which is your first and second preferred Mass time.
Our planned Christmas Mass times will be as follows:
Friday 24th December

6pm Vigil Mass

Our Lady and St John

Friday 24th December

Midnight Mass

Holy Family

Saturday 25th December

9:30am Christmas Day Mass

Holy Family

Saturday 25th December

11:15am Christmas Day Mass

Our Lady and St John

Please note that our Christmas Masses will be available to watch live from our YouTube

www.rcchp.org.uk
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Ladymount Pre-School
We have spaces for children aged 2 ½ to 4 from January 2021.
We offer a high ratio of staff in a warm and welcoming environment.
Our staff team is highly qualified and we nurture the whole child,
supporting their learning with play and interaction.
Our sessions are currently 8:40-11:40am and 12:10-3:10pm. You can also use our ‘lunch
session’ so your child can stay all day.
We offer wraparound care, which starts at 8:00am in the morning and finishes at 5:00 in
the evening.
Please ring 648 8005 for further information and an appointment to look around or email us
at:
preschool@ladymount.wirral.sch.uk

Please remember to
park considerately
when coming to Mass
at either of our parish
churches. Please do
not block access to
driveways or park in a way that could
restrict access to the road.
Thank you for your help and
understanding.
MEDJUGORJE IRISH
CENTRE PILGRIMAGES
APRIL - OCT 2022
7 Nights Apartment B&B and return
Airport transfer from Dubrovnik or Split
from €315 per person sharing.
Guaranteed Airport transfer price for any
flight. Contact us for details and book the
dates that suit you.
MEDJUGORJE: 00387 36 651 518
ENGLAND: 0044 20 3239 8662
Email: reservations@medirishcentre.com
Website: www.med-irishcentre.com
www.rcchp.org.uk
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Children’s Liturgy—Page 1
Don’t forget that you can follow this week’s Children’s Liturgy on our
YouTube channel.

www.rcchp.org.uk
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Children’s Liturgy - Page 2
Don’t forget that you can follow this week’s Children’s Liturgy on our
YouTube channel.

www.rcchp.org.uk
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Watch Masses said
by Father Stephen
on our YouTube
channel Our Lady and St
John Heswall
Do you know
anyone that doesn’t
have access to the
internet?
A paper copy of the
weekly newsletter can be
sent to them in the post.
Just drop a line to the
Parish Secretary.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCyzzNjNscAoxuWubVYv04Lw

Visit the parish
Website
at

Ways to

www.rcchp.org.uk

Stay in
Touch with
Parish News

Visit the
Holy Family Pensby
Facebook page

Have your contact
details changed
recently?
If they have,
please let the
Parish Secretary
know.

Sign up for the
weekly parish
newsletter via email
To join send an email to
Victoria Hanlon
contact@ourladyand
stjohn.org.uk

contact@ourladyand
stjohn.org.uk
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