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News from the Parishes of Holy Family, Pensby 
and Our Lady & St. John, Heswall 

 

 

 

 May They Rest in Peace  
 
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of  

Joseph Lucas, Sarah-Jane Connolly & 

Brian Fletcher 
 

who have recently died. May their souls rest in 

peace. Please remember to pray for their families 

at this difficult time. 
 

  

Brian Fletcher’s funeral service will be held at 

Landican on Monday 21st February at 10am. 
 

  

Sarah-Jane Connolly’s funeral service will be 

held at Our Lady and St John on Monday 21st 

February at 2pm. 

  

Joseph Lucas’ funeral service will be held at Holy 

Family on Wednesday 9th March at 10am. 

  

Parishioners who need our Prayers 
 

Please remember in your prayers all those in 

both parishes who are sick at home or in 

hospital, including: 

Catherine Maschke,  

Gerry Smith,  

John Moroney,  

Ken Davies,  

David Gorman,  

Imelda Atherton,  

Pauline Pritchard,  

Sara Bull,  

William Kerin,  

David Johnston, 

Phil Shaw,  

Eileen Roberts, 

Irene Fitzpatrick,  

Frances Ford, 

Maureen Jones,  

Moira Griffiths-Parr, 

John McNulty,  

Samantha Stevens, 

John Charles Smith, 

Father Paul O’Grady, 

John Gibbings,  

Peter Ryan, 

Bernard Davies,  

Anne Crowden, 

Anne Henry,  

Mary Wrigley, 

Lauren,  

Eileen Lamberton 

 

Please get in touch if you would like to add or remove 
someone from the list. 

 
DON’T FORGET THIS WEEK IS THE 

START OF 
 

Fairtrade Fortnight - 21st Feb and 6th March 

 

Whichever supermarket you use, please take this 

annual reminder and opportunity to support the poor 

and exploited farmers in our world. Fairtrade goods 

are well marked and cover a wide variety of 

groceries.  

 

Why not do a double good turn by buying two items 

and donating one to the Food Bank? 

 

Boxes are available at the back of both parish 

churches for the collection of Food Bank items. 
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Masses for the Week Commencing Sunday 20th February 2022 

Sun 
20th February 

7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 (Psalter Week III)  

9:30 am Holy Family Mass - Mr K Doyle (Sick) 

11:15 am OLSJ 
Mass - Peter Fishwick R.I.P. 
Dedication of the icon and memorial 
photograph of Peter Fishwick 

St Peter Damian 

9:00 am OLSJ Mass - Parishioners 
Mon  
21st February 

2:00 pm OLSJ Funeral Service Sarah-Jane Connolly  

Tues 
22nd February The Chair of St Peter 9:00 am OLSJ Mass - Madge McGrath R.I.P. 

Wed  

23rd February  
St Polycarp 9:00 am Holy Family Mass - Winifred Lewis R.I.P. Anniversary 

Thurs 
24th February 

Ferial 7:00 pm OLSJ 
Mass - Lilian & George Candlish 

Anniversary 

Fri 
25th February 

Ferial 9:00 am Holy Family Mass - Jerry Fitton (sick) 

Sat 
26th February BVM on Saturday 12 noon Holy Family Mass - Pat & Joan Fellis R.I.P. 

Sun 
27th February 

8th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 (Psalter Week IV)  

Day of Special Prayer for the 

Unemployed 

9:30 am Holy Family Mass - Pauline Davies R.I.P. 

11:15 am OLSJ Mass - Parishioners 

 

 

Reflection on the Sunday Gospel   

By Father Stephen 
 

Jesus issues four commands today: “Love your enemies; do good to those who hate you; bless those who 

curse you; pray for those who treat you badly.” He then rejects a culture of violence characterised by a tit-for-

tat mentality and proposes instead a strategy for breaking the cycle of evil. Again, the command is repeated: 

“Love your enemy and do good.” Why? The command is rooted in the very nature of God who is kind to the 

ungrateful and the wicked. Jesus goes on to say, “Be compassionate as your Father is compassionate.” Love 

is not simply an emotion but a fundamental attitude that seeks the good of the other person and responds to 

his or her need. Forsaking punishment does not constitute biblical mercy which is, rather, compassionate love 

and concern expressed beautifully in today’s Responsorial Psalm: “He redeems your life and crowns you with 

love and compassion.” St Luke’s Good Samaritan, who rescues a half dead traveller, shows mercy. Jesus 

lives what he proclaims, he eats with and reaches out to those Pharisees who oppose him and gives of 

himself to those who beg for healing or forgiveness. The dying Jesus prays: ‘Father, forgive them for they 

know not what they do.’  

Great News!   

6pm Mass on a Saturday evening will be returning at  

Our Lady and St John’s church from Saturday 5th March 2022. 
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COVID GUIDANCE - REMINDER OF THE LATEST ADVICE 

 

Following the Government’s announcement that Plan B measures were to be lifted in full on 27th January, 

the current guidance for churches is detailed below: 

  

 If you are displaying symptoms of Covid-19 please do stay at home and do not come to any acts of 

worship. 

 

 Hand sanitiser will continue to be available for use on arrival and when leaving the church. 

 

 Facemasks are no longer a legal requirement but please do continue to wear one if you can, to 

protect others. 

 

 The churches will be ventilated as far as possible, please wrap up warm. 

 

 Holy water will be in the fonts for those who would like to use it and the water will be changed 

regularly. 

 

 Missals and hymn books will be available again. Please collect from the back of church on arrival.  

 At Our Lady and St John please return them to the back of church at the end of Mass. 

 At Holy Family please leave them on the seats. 

 

 Congregational singing may continue, please continue with wearing your face coverings while doing 

so. 

 

 Printed copies of the newsletter will be available for those who don’t receive an electronic copy; 

however, we would encourage you to sign up to our electronic newsletter mailing list by emailing the 

Parish Office: contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk 

 

 Holy Communion will continue to be given under one kind only (the Sacred Host) and all ministers of 

Holy Communion will continue to sanitise their hands for the distribution of Holy Communion. 

  

  

In the coming weeks we hope to be able to take more steps on the journey 

back to normal.   

 

Thank you for continuing to think of your fellow parishioners when reading 

this guidance. 

mailto:contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk
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Wanted - Saturday Mass Readers at 

OLSJ 
 

Would you, or anyone you know, like to 

join the Rota to do the readings at the 

6pm Saturday Masses at Our Lady and St John’s?  

At the moment your commitment would be to do 

the readings about once every 8 weeks.  If you 

would like to have a chat about what’s involved, 

please ring Frankie Wise on 07828 820569. 

 

Tea and Coffee 

Great news, we are delighted to 

announce that tea and coffee after 

Monday morning Mass at Our Lady and St John will 

resume from Monday 7th March. Come and join us 

for a cuppa and a chat. 

 

Come and Pray the Rosary 
 

Starting on Saturday 5th March, the 

Rosary will be prayed at Our Lady 

and St John’s church at 9:30am each Saturday, 

for the sick in the parish and our families. Please 

do come and join us. 

 

Spring Clean  

Helpers Needed 
 

Our Meeting Room is due to 

reopen for Coffee/Tea from 

Sunday 6th March 2022 after the 11.15am Mass.  

Our meeting room is in need of a Spring Clean 

and I am looking for volunteers to join me on  

Tuesday 1st March at 7.00pm.   
 

Please can you contact me if you can come along 

on the evening - the more we have the less time it 

will take. 
 

My contact details are :  Joan Larkin - 0151 342 

5517 or 07542213158 on or before Sunday 27th 

February.  Thank you 

 

 

Stations of the Cross 
 
 

During Lent the Stations of the 

Cross will be prayed at Our Lady 

and St John’s church following each 

weekday morning Mass.  If you wish to join the rota 

to lead this devotion, please contact Joan Gibson 

on 342 3787. 

 

Synod - Deanery Meeting at 

St Catherines – a report 

from one of our 

parishioners 

 

Last Thursday about 50 parishioners from our 

local parishes met to respond to Pope Francis's 

call to each one of us to tell him and our Bishop 

what we consider The Holy Spirit is telling us 

about our experience of our Catholic Faith. 

 

We broke up into small groups to talk about this. 

But beforehand we had a time of prayer and 

reflection and some guidance from our clergy. 

The guidance included that we should think less 

of the image of shepherds and sheep and more 

of the church as part of the Body of Christ, in 

which we each have an individual role to play. 

 

Feedback from the conversations covered a wide 

range of subjects, including the role of women; 

the absence of young people under 35, how the 

Church's historical attitude to sexual matters is 

seen to be an obstacle. 

 

There is still time for any individual or group to 

add to this response, via Fr Stephen or directly to 

the Bishop, before 28th February. 

A short blessing will take place at the beginning of 

Mass this Sunday 20th  February at OLSJ.  

Father Stephen will bless the icon and photograph 

installed at OLSJ church in memory of the late, 

Peter Fishwick, an organist at OLSJ for many 

years. 
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Parishioners We Need Your Help! 

 
As Covid restrictions are slowly lifted and we are transitioning from the pandemic 

phase to the endemic phase of the virus, we are aiming to get back to a more 

normal but safe way of Parish Life.  As such, we are hoping to welcome back and 

recruit new parishioners into the various vital roles that make our parish run 

smoothly. 

 

Would you like the opportunity to join one of our parish teams?  

 

 Children’s Liturgy 

Holy Family would like to start up a new group.  Would you be interested in helping run it?  OLSJ are 

also looking for new members of their Children’s Liturgy team. 

 

 Readers 

Come and join the group of parishioners who read at Mass.    

 

 Eucharistic Ministers 

Our group of Eucharistic Ministers do a valuable job of assisting in the distribution of Holy Communion 

at the Sunday and Saturday Evening Masses and some also take Holy Communion to the sick and the 

housebound.   

 

 Sacristan 

Father Stephen is looking for a couple of parishioners who would be able to help him set up for 

Saturday Evening Mass each week (or on a rota). Full training will be given and it will help Father 

enormously, as he will be hearing confessions before Saturday evening Mass and will be unable to 

make the necessary preparations by himself. 

 

 Gardening 

Are you interested in gardening?  Both parish churches have active gardening teams and always 

welcome another pair of hands to help out. 

 

 Bereavement Support 

This is a role that we would like to reinstate as a parish.  It would involve being a point of contact and 

support for those in the parish who have recently been bereaved. 

 

 Altar Servers 

We are actively looking to recruit new altar servers to help Father Stephen at both Saturday Evening 

Mass at OLSJ and Sunday Morning Mass at HF.  Full training will be given by Father Stephen.  

Children need to have made their First Holy Communion before being able to take up the role. 

 

If you feel able to help with any of these roles, do get in touch, please either contact Father Stephen directly 

or email the parish secretary at contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk. Thank you. 

 

mailto:contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk?subject=Confirmation
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This year CAFOD are issuing a challenge to 

individuals or teams to walk 200 kilometres, 

one kilometre for every one of the estimated 

200 million people who are suffering from 

hunger and malnutrition. Our J & P group are 

taking up this challenge and invite parishioners, from both parishes, to join them as a way in which we 

can practice self-denial this Lent. 

  

The idea is that individuals or groups find their own sponsors to 'Take steps against hunger' for the 

period of Lent. The 'steps' can be taken not only by walking but also in other ways - such as running, 

cycling, swimming, skipping [500 skips per kilometre], exercise bike or even skating. Don't worry if you 

can't meet the challenge of 200k. We will make sure each of your 'steps' go to the parishes total. 

  

CAFOD envelopes will be available at the back of church for donations and these can be handed in on 

any Sunday up to Palm Sunday. Alternatively, payments may be given direct via cafod.org.uk/lent. 

  

Parishioners who simply want to sponsor are also very welcome. 

  

For added interest, as we have done before, individuals or groups, can give themselves anonymous 

names and provide progress reports for the newsletter.  'The Holy Strollers' and 'The Soul Sisters' are 

already good to go. 

  

For parishioners willing to 'Take Steps against Hunger' in this way please contact Fred Taylor 342-

5922, or any J & P member. 

Who is our neighbour? 
 

How refugees have always been part of the answer to that 
question. 
  
The Talk:  Refugees make the headlines when a crisis occurs. When it is 
over the focus moves away. What happens to refugees? Do they find sanctuary, a place to live 
and thrive? 
 
Your Speaker.  Nicky Campbell is the Chair of the Trustees of Refugees Welcome in Cheshire 
East   A founder member of the group, she has a great story to tell. 
  
She will speak of the early days when volunteers were sought and organised to meet a novel 
challenge, through the establishment of relations with the Council and others to the reception of 
the Syrians and the more recent arrival of Afghans. Now lessons learned by the group and the 
Council have borne fruit. 
  
Your invitation Please join our Zoom Meeting to hear more from Nicky on Tuesday 
8

th
 Marchl  7.30 to 8.15 pm  Doors open at 7.15  

  
To register for the meeting please tell me at  SKeithTayl2@outlook.com 

mailto:SKeithTayl2@outlook.com
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Children’s Liturgy 
Don’t forget that you can follow this week’s Children’s Liturgy on our 

YouTube channel. 
 

GREAT NEWS - The Children’s Liturgy Team will be back in the Meeting 

Room at OLSJ during 11:15am Sunday Mass from Sunday 6th March. 
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Visit the parish  
 

Website 
 

at 
 

www.rcchp.org.uk 

 

Ways to 

Stay in 

Touch with  

Parish News 
 

 
Sign up for the  
weekly parish  

newsletter via email 
To join send an email to 

Victoria Hanlon 
contact@ourladyand 

stjohn.org.uk 

 
Visit the  

 

Holy Family Pensby  
 

Facebook page 

Do you know  
anyone that doesn’t  

have access to the 
internet?   

A paper copy of the 
weekly newsletter can be 
sent to them in the post.  
Just drop a line to the  

Parish Secretary. 

 
Have your contact 
details changed 

recently? 
If they have, 
please let the 

Parish Secretary 
know. 

contact@ourladyand
stjohn.org.uk 

Watch Masses said  
by Father Stephen  

on our YouTube  
channel Our Lady and St 

John Heswall 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCyzzNjNscAoxuWubVYv04Lw 

 

http://www.rcchp.org.uk
mailto:contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk
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