8th Sunday in Ordinary Time

YEAR C

27th February 2022

News from the Parishes of Holy Family, Pensby
and Our Lady & St. John, Heswall
 May They Rest in Peace 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of

Joseph Lucas & Irene Hall
who have recently died. May their souls rest in
peace. Please remember to pray for their families
at this difficult time.
Joseph Lucas’ funeral service will be held at Holy
Family on Wednesday 9th March at 10am.
Irene Hall’s funeral Mass will be held at Our Lady
& St John’s on Thursday 10th March at 1:30pm.

Parishioners who need our Prayers
Please remember in your prayers all those in
both parishes who are sick at home or in
hospital, including:
Catherine Maschke,
Gerry Smith,
John Moroney,
Ken Davies,
David Gorman,
Imelda Atherton,
Pauline Pritchard,
Sara Bull,
William Kerin,

Family Fast Day
Friday 11th March
Every child should grow big and strong. Family Fast
Day is a day we eat simply and give generously to
support mums around the world with expert training
in growing and making healthy food. Your small act
of love this Lent will make a big difference to many
communities affected by extreme hunger and
children suffering from malnutrition. You can donate
by using the Cafod Envelopes at the back of church
or direct at cafod.org.uk/lent.
DON’T FORGET
Fairtrade Fortnight
21st Feb and 6th March
Whichever supermarket you use, please take this
annual reminder and opportunity to support the poor
and exploited farmers in our world. Fairtrade goods
are well marked and cover a wide variety of
groceries.
Why not do a double good turn by buying two items
and donating one to the Food Bank? Boxes are
available at the back of both parish churches for the
collection of Food Bank items.
www.rcchp.org.uk
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David Johnston,
Phil Shaw,
Eileen Roberts,
Irene Fitzpatrick,
Frances Ford,
Maureen Jones,
Moira Griffiths-Parr,
John McNulty,
Samantha Stevens,
John Charles Smith,
Father Paul O’Grady,
John Gibbings,
Peter Ryan,
Bernard Davies,
Anne Crowden,
Anne Henry,
Mary Wrigley,
Lauren,
Eileen Lamberton
Please get in touch if you would like to add or remove
someone from the list.
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Masses for the Week Commencing Sunday 27th February 2022

Sun

27th February

Mon

28th February

8th Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Psalter Week IV)
Day of Special Prayer for the
Unemployed
Ferial

Tues

2nd March

Holy Family

11:15 am

OLSJ

Mass - Parishioners

9:00 am

OLSJ

Mass - Julian Swierczeck

St David

1st March

Wed

9:30 am

Mass - Pauline Davies R.I.P.

No Mass
9:00 am

Holy Family

Mass - Mrs M. McGrath R.I.P.

7:00 pm

OLSJ

Mass - Derry O’Brien R.I.P.

Ash Wednesday

Thurs

Thursday after Ash Wednesday

7:00 pm

OLSJ

No Mass

Fri

Friday after Ash Wednesday
Women’s World Day of Prayer

9:00 am

Holy Family

No Mass

12 noon

Holy Family

Mass - Ann Newby Birthday

6:00 pm

OLSJ

9:30 am

Holy Family

11:15 am

OLSJ

3rd March

4th March

Sat

5th March

Saturday after Ash Wednesday

Sun

6th March

1st Sunday of Lent
(Psalter Week I)

Mass - Beatrice (ill)
Mass - Margaret McGurk R.I.P.
Mass - Parishioners

Reflection on the Sunday Gospel
By Father Stephen
One of the ways in which we can use words for the great benefit of others is in
giving advice, when asked. Most of us seek guidance when we have difficult
decisions to make, even if it is hard to accept the advice. Jesus warns us in the
gospel today about blind guides. “Can one man guide another? Surely both will
fall into the same pit!” It is possible to notice a tiny splinter of wood in another
person’s eye while being unaware of the plank in our own. It is a fact that we can be unaware of certain facts
about ourselves that are perfectly clear to anyone who has ever lived in the same house with us or worked in
the same office. In so far as we have any blind spots in our lives, we cannot offer advice in those areas. The
best thing we can do is not to guide simply by correcting but by example: by walking the right road ourselves
and being a true friend. Our words then will flow from what we are and have a genuine ring about them which
will lead people to take notice of them.

www.rcchp.org.uk
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COVID GUIDANCE - REMINDER OF THE LATEST ADVICE
Following the Government’s announcement that Plan B measures were to be lifted in full on 27th January,
the current guidance for churches is detailed below:


If you are displaying symptoms of Covid-19 please do stay at home and do not come to any acts of
worship.



Hand sanitiser will continue to be available for use on arrival and when leaving the church.



Facemasks are no longer a legal requirement but please do continue to wear one if you can, to
protect others.



The churches will be ventilated as far as possible, please wrap up warm.



Holy water will be in the fonts for those who would like to use it and the water will be changed
regularly.



Missals and hymn books will be available again. Please collect from the back of church on arrival.

At Our Lady and St John please return them to the back of church at the end of Mass.

At Holy Family please leave them on the seats.



Congregational singing may continue, please continue with wearing your face coverings while doing
so.



Printed copies of the newsletter will be available for those who don’t receive an electronic copy;
however, we would encourage you to sign up to our electronic newsletter mailing list by emailing the
Parish Office: contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk



Holy Communion will continue to be given under one kind only (the Sacred Host) and all ministers of
Holy Communion will continue to sanitise their hands for the distribution of Holy Communion.

In the coming weeks we hope to be able to take more steps on the journey
back to normal.
Thank you for continuing to think of your fellow parishioners when reading
this guidance.

www.rcchp.org.uk
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Stations of the Cross
During Lent the Stations of the
Cross will be prayed at Our Lady
and St John’s church following each
weekday morning Mass. If you wish to join the rota
to lead this devotion, please contact Joan Gibson
on 342 3787.

27th February 2022

Wanted - Saturday Mass Readers at
OLSJ
Would you, or anyone you know, like to
join the Rota to do the readings at the
6pm Saturday Masses at Our Lady and St John’s?
At the moment your commitment would be to do
the readings about once every 8 weeks. If you
would like to have a chat about what’s involved,
please ring Frankie Wise on 07828 820569.

Come and Pray the Rosary
Starting on Saturday 5th March, the
Rosary will be prayed at Our Lady and
St John’s church at 9:30am each
Saturday, for the sick in the parish and our families.
Please do come and join us.

Tea, Coffee & Chat
Great news, we are delighted to
announce that tea and coffee after
Sunday morning Mass at Our Lady and St John will
resume from Sunday 6th March.
We are also restarting the Monday Morning Tea
and Coffee after morning Mass each Monday,
starting Monday 7th March. Come and join us for a
cuppa and a chat.

Spring Clean
Helpers Needed
Our Meeting Room is due to
reopen for Coffee/Tea from
Sunday 6th March 2022 after the 11.15am Mass.
Our meeting room is in need of a Spring Clean
and I am looking for volunteers to join me on
Tuesday 1st March at 7.00pm.
Please can you contact me if you can come along
on the evening - the more we have the less time it
will take.
My contact details are : Joan Larkin - 0151 342
5517 or 07542213158 on or before Sunday 27th
February. Thank you
www.rcchp.org.uk
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Monthly Assam Collection
There will be NO Assam collection at the beginning
of March, as there will be the Cafod Family Fast
collection instead.
Thank you for your continued support.

Join us on the 2022 Diocese of Shrewsbury
Pilgrimage to Lourdes this summer
We are delighted to be able to return to Lourdes
after an absence of two years. The Pilgrimage is
from 29th July - 4th August by air and 28th July 5th August by coach. Overland prices start at £440
and by air at £710. For brochures and booking
forms please visit the pilgrimage website at
www.shrewsburypilgrimage.co.uk or contact the
Pilgrimage Office, Curial Offices, 2 Park Rd South,
Prenton, Wirral, CH43 4UX.
Calling the youth of the Diocese
If you are aged 16 - 22, why not join us
for the Lourdes Youth Pilgrimage 27th - 5th
August? Cost £570 (additional insurance £33). For
more information or an application form email
youth@dioceseofshrewsbury.org
Shrewsbury Diocese is a Registered Charity no. 234025
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Parishioners We Need Your Help!
As Covid restrictions are slowly lifted and we are transitioning from the pandemic
phase to the endemic phase of the virus, we are aiming to get back to a more
normal but safe way of Parish Life. As such, we are hoping to welcome back and
recruit new parishioners into the various vital roles that make our parish run
smoothly.
Would you like the opportunity to join one of our parish teams?



Children’s Liturgy
Holy Family would like to start up a new group. Would you be interested in helping run it? OLSJ are
also looking for new members of their Children’s Liturgy team.



Readers
Come and join the group of parishioners who read at Mass.



Eucharistic Ministers
Our group of Eucharistic Ministers do a valuable job of assisting in the distribution of Holy Communion
at the Sunday and Saturday Evening Masses and some also take Holy Communion to the sick and the
housebound.



Sacristan
Father Stephen is looking for a couple of parishioners who would be able to help him set up for
Saturday Evening Mass each week (or on a rota). Full training will be given and it will help Father
enormously, as he will be hearing confessions before Saturday evening Mass and will be unable to
make the necessary preparations by himself.



Gardening
Are you interested in gardening? Both parish churches have active gardening teams and always
welcome another pair of hands to help out.



Bereavement Support
This is a role that we would like to reinstate as a parish. It would involve being a point of contact and
support for those in the parish who have recently been bereaved.



Altar Servers
We are actively looking to recruit new altar servers to help Father Stephen at both Saturday Evening
Mass at OLSJ and Sunday Morning Mass at HF. Full training will be given by Father Stephen.
Children need to have made their First Holy Communion before being able to take up the role.

If you feel able to help with any of these roles, do get in touch, please either contact Father Stephen directly
or email the parish secretary at contact@ourladyandstjohn.org.uk. Thank you.

www.rcchp.org.uk
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This year CAFOD are issuing a challenge to
individuals or teams to walk 200 kilometres,
one kilometre for every one of the estimated
200 million people who are suffering from
hunger and malnutrition. Our J & P group are
taking up this challenge and invite parishioners, from both parishes, to join them as a way in which we
can practice self-denial this Lent.
The idea is that individuals or groups find their own sponsors to 'Take steps against hunger' for the
period of Lent. The 'steps' can be taken not only by walking but also in other ways - such as running,
cycling, swimming, skipping [500 skips per kilometre], exercise bike or even skating. Don't worry if you
can't meet the challenge of 200k. We will make sure each of your 'steps' go to the parishes total.
CAFOD envelopes will be available at the back of church for donations and these can be handed in on
any Sunday up to Palm Sunday. Alternatively, payments may be given direct via cafod.org.uk/lent.
Parishioners who simply want to sponsor are also very welcome.
For added interest, as we have done before, individuals or groups, can give themselves anonymous
names and provide progress reports for the newsletter. 'The Holy Strollers' and 'The Soul Sisters' are
already good to go.
For parishioners willing to 'Take Steps against Hunger' in this way please contact Fred Taylor 3425922, or any J & P member.

Who is our neighbour?
How refugees have always been part of the answer to that
question.
The Talk: Refugees make the headlines when a crisis occurs. When it is
over the focus moves away. What happens to refugees? Do they find sanctuary, a place to live
and thrive?
Your Speaker. Nicky Campbell is the Chair of the Trustees of Refugees Welcome in Cheshire
East A founder member of the group, she has a great story to tell.
She will speak of the early days when volunteers were sought and organised to meet a novel
challenge, through the establishment of relations with the Council and others to the reception of
the Syrians and the more recent arrival of Afghans. Now lessons learned by the group and the
Council have borne fruit.
Your invitation Please join our Zoom Meeting to hear more from Nicky on Tuesday
8th March  7.30 to 8.15 pm  Doors open at 7.15 
To register for the meeting please tell me at SKeithTayl2@outlook.com

www.rcchp.org.uk
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Planting Your Spring Garden
For the Garden of Your Daily Living
Plant 3 rows of Peas
1. Peace of mind
2. Peace of heart
3. Peace of soul
Plant 4 rows of Squash
1. Squash gossip
2. Squash indifference
3. Squash grumbling
4. Squash selfishness
Plant 4 rows of Lettuce
1. Lettuce be faithful
2. Lettuce be kind
3. Lettuce be patient
4. Lettuce really love one another
To conclude our garden must have Thyme
1. Thyme for each other
2. Thyme for family
3. Thyme for friends
Water freely with patience and cultivate with love.
There is much fruit in your garden because you reap what you sow.

www.rcchp.org.uk
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Children’s Liturgy
Don’t forget that you can follow this week’s Children’s Liturgy on our
YouTube channel.
GREAT NEWS - The Children’s Liturgy Team will be back in the Meeting
Room at OLSJ during 11:15am Sunday Mass from Sunday 6th March.

www.rcchp.org.uk
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Watch Masses said
by Father Stephen
on our YouTube
channel Our Lady and St
John Heswall
Do you know
anyone that doesn’t
have access to the
internet?
A paper copy of the
weekly newsletter can be
sent to them in the post.
Just drop a line to the
Parish Secretary.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCyzzNjNscAoxuWubVYv04Lw

Visit the parish
Website
at

Ways to

www.rcchp.org.uk

Stay in
Touch with
Parish News

Visit the
Holy Family Pensby
Facebook page

Have your contact
details changed
recently?
If they have,
please let the
Parish Secretary
know.

Sign up for the
weekly parish
newsletter via email
To join send an email to
Victoria Hanlon
contact@ourladyand
stjohn.org.uk

contact@ourladyand
stjohn.org.uk
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